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CHAPTER I

PURPOSE OF INQUIRY

Problem Statement

Introduction

This study proposes to investigate attitudes concerning police,
law enforcement, and authority as held by students in public and non
public schools.

The approach to be utilized is a comparison of three

types of school systems, the Protestant, Catholic, and the public,
and the comparison will measure the relative impact of these schools
upon student attitudes.
Historically, our nation has always entertained a pluralistic
educational system.

While the existence of denominational schools

has been protected by the government, these systems have been main
tained primarily through the support of churches and parents of non
public school students.

Consequently, public control of the nonpub

lic schools has been minimal; instruction and administration of the
educational process has been subject to localized interests.

The

parochial nature of nonpublic schools has raised the issue of student
diversity: Is the nonpublic school student different in any respects
from the public school student?

What effect does such segregation

have upon his values and attitudes?

This study has examined the non

public school student in respect to his attitudes toward authority
and so begins to answer these questions.

1
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Research objectives

The main objective of this study is the comparison of attitudes
that junior high students of public and nonpublic schools have toward
the police.

The inclusion in the research design of schools from

three Kalamazoo systems, Protestant, Catholic, and public, contrib
utes an additional dimension to the public school studyl done earlier
in Kalamazoo involving student attitudes toward the police.

In this

present study the influences of the school systems are examined and
the question is posed, "Are the religious school systems, with their
distinctive ideological foundations and policies, producing in their
students attitudes toward the police and authority that are different
than those of public school students?"
A second purpose of the study is to determine the differential
attitudes of nonpublic school pupils at various grade levels.

Data

have been collected from the Protestant high school as well as the
junior high school so that a comparison of attitudes from a wider
range of grade levels within a nonpublic school system can be ob
served,
A third purpose is to define the affect upon attitudes toward
authority of different socioeconomic levels when religious commitment
is held constant.

The student attitudes in two Protestant junior

high schools which draw their enrollment from different segments of

^Bouma, Donald H., and Williams, Donald, Youth Attitudes Toward
the Police; A Study of Youth in Kalamazoo Public Schools. Monograph
of the Sociology Department, Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo,
Michigan, April 1968.
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the urban population vill be examined.

Any divergence in attitudes

toward the police would reflect the dominant feelings at different
socioeconomic levels since the two populations are in all other re
spects essentially the same.
In order to distinguish whether enrollment in a nonpublic school
or regularity of church attendance is the more important factor af
fecting attitudes toward the police, a subgroup consisting of youth
who profess regular church attendance will be drawn from the public
school sample.

Because their participation in religious practices

complements that of nonpublic students, a comparison of attitudes of
the two groups will make possible the assessment of factors other
than regular church attendance upon attitudes.

The elimination of

non-church attenders would produce a homology in religious rearing
practices in the sample of public and nonpublic school families. The
comparison of attitudes is then most crucial since these youth enter
their respective schools with similar attitudes.

If the role of the

nonpublic school is a major factor in the improvement of student at
titudes toward the police, its students should display attitudes
which are measurably more positive than church-attending public
school students.
Although the major focus of this study is student attitudes to
ward the police, the attitudes of Protestant, Catholic and public
school students toward teachers will also be compared.

The position

of the teacher as an occupant of an authoritative role is not unlike
that of the policeman.

Moreover, the nonpublic teacher has the ad

vantage of identification with the church, and this additional factor

R eproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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may affect student-teacher relationships.
The study also probes the perceptions that students have of the
attitudes toward the police held by their parents and peers.

Diver

gencies in estimates of others' attitudes from the students own feel
ings may reveal the source and nature of attitude formation.

Significance of the problem

This study focuses upon student attitudes toward the police dur
ing a period when open disdain for law and authority is viewed as an
ever-increasing social problem.

Civil disorder and contempt for law

officers has been seen by many as the manifestation of a gradual fes
tering of undesirable attitudes during the past decade within the ad
olescent subculture.

Present knowledge is sorely limited as to the

origin, growth and potency of those negative attitudes that may exist
in the school systems of our cities.
The scope of this study, although related to the larger problems
of civil disobedience and youthful rebellion, is limited to research
ing attitudes of students toward the police in Kalamazoo.

Approx

imately one of every five students in Kalamazoo attends a nonpublic
school.

This proportion reflects the number of children in non

public, sectarian schools nationally,^ and underscores the importance

^Information received in conversation with Maynard C. Morgan,
Director of Child Accounting, Kalamazoo Public Schools, September 11,
1968.
^Ball, William B., "Religion and Public Education: The PostSchempp Years." in Sizer, Theodore, (Ed.), Religion and Public Edu
cation. Boston: Houghton-Mifflin Company, 1967. p. 151.
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of the nonpublic school as an influential part of the educational
system.

The prominence of the religious schools makes pertinent an

understanding of the distinctive philosophies and issues that perme
ate their educational processes.
According to Durkheim's^ definition, religion is a system of
sacred beliefs " . . .

binding together those who adhere to these be

liefs and practices in a single, moral connmnity."

Religious insti

tutions perform, then, a group-maintenance function by embodying a
unity that is dispersed across a broad range of men's responsibil
ities and activity; it establishes standards equally applicable to
all believers, the high as well as the lowly.^

The religious, non

public school, as an agency of the church, attempts to reinforce the
unifying functions performed by the church.

A Protestant or Catholic

school student is enveloped in a system of ethical and religious
dogma that subjects his behavior and attitudes to a more constant,
pervasive philosophy.

Thus the church school attempts to lead its

youth to an ethical homogeniety based upon the principles of divine
revelation.
Now the group-maintenance function of the church as a religious
institution is also recognized as a stabilizing influence in our
society.

The basic values and organization of the society affect

^Durkheim, Emile, The Elementary Forms of the Religious Life,
trans. Joseph Ward Swain, New York: Free Press of Glencoe, 111.
Inc., 1947. p. 47.
^Wilson, Everett K . , Sociology. Rules, Roles and Relationships.
Homewood, Illinois: The Dorsey Press, 1966. p. 462.
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and are affected by the religious values and organizations, so that
an interdependency is generated which enhances both the church and
society.

In this way the church supports the normative behavior and

aids social consistency.

According to McClusky,^

The state indirectly depends on the church to provide it
with citizens who respect civil authority, who are vir
tuous, law-abiding, and ready, whenever necessary, to
subordinate selfish interests to the common good.
Through sanction and sacrament, religious institutions support
the law as an official representation of morality.

"Rewards are pro

mised for observance, punishment for infractions of the moral code—
infractions, that is to say, of the rules that legitimate the expec
tations that define the roles that make for stable human relation7

ships."'

Religious institutions, according to Wilson,

8

serve a pri

mary function of buttressing the moral order, and this moral order is
fundamental in sustaining a social order.
Nonpublic, religious school administrators support the perpet
uation of their systems by submitting that they fill a moral or spir
itual vacuum which persists in the public schools by virtue of their
secular nature.

This philosophy was set forth by a representative

of the local Protestant schools presently under study:
The purpose and orientation of Christian schools ... is
the implementation of a world-and-life view, a value
system, if you wish, which is both consonant with and

%cClusky, Neil, Catholic Viewpoint on Education.
New York: Hanover House, 1959. p. 65.

Garden City,

^Wilson, op. cit., p. 471.
®loc. cit., p. 475.
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an outgrowth of the Christian connitment. Several as
sumptions are obvious: that every philosophical stance
is of a religious or irreligious nature; that "neutral
ity" in education is a myth or a falsehood; that the
Christian faith is true; that Christianity is relevant
for all of life and learning; that Christian schools are
viable options for parents who wish their children to
have an outlook on life other than a humanistic or ma
terialistic one. I hope I do not appear to be indirect
ly indicting the public schools, but it is common know
ledge that th y are proscribed by law from making their
schools specifically Christian.^
Ryan^® reiterated that the Protestant philosophy must be
. . . rooted in the idea that the foundation of all know
ledge is the divine revelation of God in Christ, which
can be properly interpreted only by those who have been
regenerated by the spirit of God. The man who is a new
creature in Jesus Christ not only sees God, salvation
and final things correctly, but also understands all
things in a new light.
Similarly, McGucken^ saw the primary purpose of the Catholic
Church in establishing schools not the teaching of mathematics, sci
ence or language, but rather "the inculcating of the eminent know
ledge and love of Jesus Christ our Lord."

Church schools attempt to

develop morally intelligent people who will integrate the principle
of supernatural wisdom with the knowledge, skills and attitudes they
learn.
That the public schools cannot accomplish such a task with high
quality, but nonetheless secular education is emphasized by the

Q

Letter from Gordon Oosterman, Coordinator of Social Studies
Curriculum, National Union of Christian Schools; Grand Rapids, Mich
igan, October 7, 1968.
^■^Ryan, Edwin, Christianity and American Education.
Antonio, Texas: The Naylor Company, 1949. p. 238.

San

**McGucken, William, The Catholic Way in Education. Chicago:
Loyola University Press, 1962. p. 34.
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Rossis

12

who wrote that improvement in the quality of public educa

tion would not make it more attractive to Catholics, "for the greater
pull of the church schools is based on religious qualities which the
public schools have deliberately avoided."

Religious qualities as

reflected in codes and creeds are effective social controls in that
they are meant to

permeate all aspects of life, rendering act con10

sistent with act, thought with thought.
prescriptions are impersonally mandatory.

As Wilson J noted, religious
But while the rule is im

personal, responsibility is personal— each responsible to another and
to the law, as he is responsible to the gods.
The religious, nonpublic school as an arm of the church might
well be in an advantageous position to develop moral, lav-respecting
citizens, a position which compares more favorably to that of the
public school:
Since the parochial school employs the sanctions of reli
gion, permeates the whole system with a supernatural "cli
mate," and also instills the general cultural motivation
used in any other elementary school, it might be supposed
that both the patterns of behavior and the norms of con
duct would be higher than those in a non-religious school.^
Related Research
The United States Supreme Court once declared that the child is
not merely a creature of the state, but that " . . .

those who

^Rossi, Peter, and Rossi, Alice, "Some Effects of Parochial
School Education in America." Daedalus. XC (Spring 1961), 324.
13
op. cit., p. 472.
^Fichter, Joseph H . , Parochial School: A Sociological Study.
Notre Dame, Indiana: University of Notre Dame Press, 1958. p. 120.
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nurture and direct his destiny have the rights coupled with the high
duty, to recognize and prepare him for additional d u t i e s . T h i s
position supports the parents who, dissatisfied with the system of
state-supported public schools, have sought to prepare their children
for additional duties and obligations in the spiritual realm by
building their own schools.

When asked what they expected from their

schools, 59 per cent of Catholic parents polled said that they wanted
a "Catholic education" for their children.^

In the same study Cath

olic school students answering a similar question concurred.

Over 60

per cent thought the first objective of a Catholic education was the
"teaching of religion and morality;"

another 14 per cent chose that

objective for their second choice.^
The general consensus on objectives for the church school among
clergymen, parents, and students makes the effectiveness of the reli
gious, nonpublic school as a teacher of positive attitudes a poten
tially

fructuous research topic.

Is it possible to confirm appre

ciable differences between public and nonpublic school students'
attitudes?
The Rossis

Past research indicates a negative reply to the question.

18

studied parochial school graduates and found that they

^ S e e Society of the Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary
vs. Pierce, Governor of Oregon. 296 Federal Reporter 929. Case af
firmed in 268 US Reporter 510.
^■^Fichter, op. cit., p. 327.
^Shuster, George N., Catholic Education in a Changing World.
New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1968. p. 124.
18

•‘•‘’Rossi, Peter, and Rossi, Alice, "Background and Consequences
of Parochial School Education." Harvard Educational Review. XXVII
(Summer, 1957), p. 186.
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were slightly more observant in religious duties than non-Catholic
school Catholics, but not much more;

the results were overshadowed

by sex and occupational differences.

When the Rossis investigated

interest in local and community political activity, little difference
was found between the two groups.

They concluded their analysis of

these findings by writing, "All told, the evidence . . . points to
very little effect of parochial schooling on the individual Catho
lic's relationship to his local community.
Fichter
schools.

20

studied Catholic students in both church and public

Reporting the results of the California Test of Personal

ity, he said that definite patterns of social behavior exist in all
elementary school children, and a number of basic similarities, not
differences, are found in children from both types of schools.

At

21

the college level, Greeleyii found little difference in occupational
values and career plans between Catholics from denominational col
leges and those from other schools.

Only modest differences were

found in church attendance and expectations of life happiness between
the two groups.

The Jacob

r e p o r t , ^2

summarizing a great number of

studies of attitude changes on college campuses, concluded that in
stitutions of higher education, public or private, are not themselves

^loc. cit., p. 191.
^®op. cit., p. 126.
21

Greeley, Andrew, Religion and Career.
Ward, 1963.

New York:

Sheed and

22
Jacob, Philip E., Changing Values in College: An Exploratory
Study of the Impact of College Teaching. New York: Harper, 1957.
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responsible for the changes in the value systems of their students.
Greeley and Rossi2^ did an extensive study for the National
Opinion Research Center in which the Catholic parochial school sys
tem's effectiveness was examined.

One conclusion that they drew was

that "Catholic school Catholics are just as likely to be interested
in community affairs and to have non-Catholic visitors, friends,
neighbors, and co-workers as are public school Catholics."2^1 They
further found that Catholic school Catholics were somewhat more openminded on issues dealing with civil liberties than other Catholics,
but were no different on questions dealing with tolerance.
trol variables altered these findings.

No con

In retrospect of their data

the researchers commented, "If the social teachings of the church
mean anything, the goal of Catholic education ought to be a graduate
OC

who is considerably less intolerant than other Catholics." J
Golovenski's study^ of children attending "traditional" all-day
Jewish schools compared their attitudes toward non-Jews with Jewish
children attending public schools.

The study supported the hypoth

esis that no significant differences would appear.

^Greeley, Andrew, and Rossi, Peter, Education of Catholic
Americans. Chicago: Aldine Publishing Company, 1966, p. 136.
24... .
ibid.
25loc. cit., p. 191.
^Golovenski, D. A., "Ingroup and Outgroup Attitudes of Young
People." Unpublished Doctor's dissertation, New York University,
1954, as cited in Fishman, Joshua A . , "Childhood Indoctrination for
Minority-Group Membership." Daedalus, XC (Spring 1961), p. 329.
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The available evidence from the literature indicates that no
substantial attitude change or altered social practices can be attri
buted to religious, nonpublic school students.

Fichter^7 saw the

greatest difference between nonpublic and public school students in
that the former tend to explain their attitudes most often with re
ligious and supernatural reasons.

Differences are most dramatic in

traditional church areas, i.e., the performance of rituals and du
ties; in areas of social participation, attitudes and values, the
differences are meager at best.

Greeley and Rossi^® concluded that

the social scientist "is extremely skeptical of the ability of the
schools to develop value orientations and will only grudgingly accept
proof for the proposition that schools indeed develop values."
Greeley and Rossi's conclusion aptly defines the antinomy with which
this study is saddled, i.e., the conflict between religious school
objectives and existent research evidence.

To the extent that the

social scientist fails to observe differences in student values and
attitudes percipitated by educational institutions, he is rendering
impotent an assumed crucial function and expressed objective of the
nonpublic school.
Lack of differential attitudes toward police was the major find
ing of Bouma's^ comparison of a public and a nonpublic school in
Grand Rapids.

A majority of the items on the questionnaire did not

27oP . cit., p. 143
2®op. cit., pp. 7, 8.
^Information from the preliminary, unpublished results of a
study by Donald H. Bouma.
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produce significant contrasts in the responses of students from the
two schools.

The few differences that did occur generally indicated

a more favorable attitude towards the police on the part of the pub
lic school students.

Only on a question concerning teacher fairness

did the nonpublic students respond with a more favorable attitude
than did public school students.
The present study offers additional data, within its limited
scope, to the research literature on student attitudes.

A companion

study done in the Kalamazoo public schools^ has already indicated
several important variables which may affect students' attitudes to
ward the police and authority.

The findings of the Kalamazoo study

are similar to the results published by Portune^l on youth in the
Cincinnati area.

An analysis of the data in these studies revealed

that the following student characteristics require consideration by
the researcher:
1.

Race:

Of all factors tested, race produced the greatest

differentiation of attitudes toward the police, Negroes
being less favorable than whites.
2.

Sex:

Females showed a more favorable attitude toward the

police than males.
Fortune's study

32

These race-and-sex findings corroborate
which showed a consistent advantage of

^^Bouoa and Williams, op. cit.
•^Portune, Robert, The Cincinnati Police-Juvenile Attitude Pro
ject. Report prepared for the U.S. Department of Justice, Washington
D.C., 1967.
■^loc. cit., p. 72.
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girls over boys and white over Negro in regards to positive
attitudes toward the police.

His data indicated that white

girls have the most favorable attitudes toward the police
with white boys, Negro girls, and Negro boys following in
that order.
3.

Age:

There was a direct relationship between age of the

respondent and unfavorable attitudes toward the police in
Kalamazoo junior high schools.

Portune's twelve and

thirteen year olds had more favorable attitudes than youth
two years older than themselves.
4.

Parent's Occupational Status:

An inverse relationship ex

isted between occupational status and antagonistic attitudes
toward the police of Kalamazoo junior high students.

A ra

cial imbalance in the occupational ranks may have polluted
these results, since race was a most significant factor as
sociated with less favorable attitudes.

Portune^ reported

that conclusive evidence regarding an inverse relationship
between socioeconomic level and attitudes toward the police
was lacking.

The relationship existed, but not strongly

enough to merit statistical support.
5.

Police Exposure:

Those who reported police contact in Kal

amazoo had less favorable attitudes toward the police than
those who reported no such contact.

Portune found twice as

many students with police contacts in the lower (more

R eproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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negative) attitude group than in the upper group .^
6.

Church Attendance:

Those who claim to usually attend church

or Sunday school had a more favorable attitude toward the
police than those who did not claim regular church attend
ance.

Likewise, the Cincinnati study found more favorable

attitudes among church-attending boys than among boys who
were not regular attenders.
This study intends to measure the extent of impact these vari
ables have on nonpublic school students; the important variables will
be identified and introduced as controls in the questions involving
religious school effectiveness on attitude development.

Statement of Hypotheses

In the discussion of the significance of the research problem,
the nonpublic school, as an arm of the church, was seen as instru
mental in the cultivation of positive student attitudes toward police
and authority because its philosophical orientation (a) reinforces
the unifying function of the church which (b) renders the church
school an effective stabilizing force among its membership, and ulti
mately (c) aids the perpetuating of societal values and attitudes,
creating an interdependency between church and state, and (d) in jux
taposition with general cultural motivations, provides an ideal sit
uation for positive value and attitude development.

From the dis

cussion several hypotheses have been generated for research purposes.

^loc. cit., p. 106.
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The first hypothesis reflects the primary focus of the study:
1.

Protestant and Catholic junior high school students hold
more favorable attitudes toward the police than do public
school junior high students.

Religious orientation is the vital factor which sets the non
public school apart from the public school.

But the bifurcation of

Kalamazoo schools into public and nonpublic catagories does not elim
inate the influence of the church in either sample.

Since it is the

nonpublic schools' impact that is to be measured, a control for
church attendance must be included in the testing method.

An impor

tant sub-hypothesis that must be tested incorporates this control:
1(a).

Among regular church attenders, Protestant and Catholic
junior high school students hold more favorable attitudes
toward the police than do public junior high school stu
dents.

The second hypothesis is based upon the predicted accumulative
affect of nonpublic schooling on student attitudes:
2.

Protestant school students at higher grade levels hold a
more favorable attitude toward the police than students at
lower grade levels.

The third hypothesis predicts student attitudes toward teachers,
who are seen as occupying an advantageous position in the nonpublic
schools because of their association with the church:
3.

Protestant and Catholic junior high school students hold
more favorable attitudes toward teachers than do public ju
nior high students.
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Limitations of the Study

This study is not designed to study behavior, but only those
inclinations, feelings, prejudices or biases, preconceived notions,
ideas or convictions which can be verbally expressed as attitudes.
In measuring a subject's attitude as indicated by his response to an
item on a questionnaire, it is not implied that he will necessarily
act in accordance with the attitudes he has shown.

Social scientists

have established that there is a clear discrepancy between attitudes
and behavior, especially in the sphere of personal morality.^

The

assumption upon which this study is based is that it is of interest
to know what people say that they believe even if their conduct is
inconsistent.
While attitudes cannot be correlated with overt behavior, they
are considered a predisposition to act, think, perceive or feel to
ward a social object or situation.

Shaw and Wright^ explicate the

conception of attitude by writing:
We believe that attitude is best viewed as a set of
affective reactions toward the attitude object derived
from the concepts or beliefs that the individual has
concerning the object, and predisposing the individual
to behave in a certain manner toward the attitude object.
The propositions used in this study as a basis for evaluating student
attitudes are not prescribed by any definitive criterion.

York:

Under more

^Berelson, Bernard, and Steiner, Gary, Human Behavior.
Harcourt, Brace and World, 1964. p. 567.

New

3®Shaw, Marvin E . , and Weight, Jack M . , Scales for the Measure
ment of Attitudes. New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, 1967. p. 13.
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rigid specifications the items might be labeled beliefs, values, or
opinions.

All the items included on the instrument contribute to the

research objective of assessing the quality and strength of student
attitudes through the responses they give (whether positive, neutral,
or negative) though the items themselves may not be termed attitudes,
in strict usage.

Shaw and Wright recognized the relationship:

"Al

though intimately related to attitude, neither the proposition that
the individual accepts about the object (beliefs) nor the action
tendencies are a part of the attitude itself."^
The importance of attitude research lies in the fact that atti
tudes precede and give motivation to behavior.

Behavior cannot be

predicted from mere knowledge of attitudes because of the circum
stances which impinge upon any given situation.

But evidence also

indicates that situations of social interaction are responsible for
attitude formation.

A great number of studies provide pervasive

evidence for the assumption that an individual's attitudes are large
ly derived from and maintained by his interaction with others.
This

is an especially significant consideration in the study of stu

dent subcultures.

If their attitudes are a result of interaction

^ibid.
3^As Thrasher, F. M . , The Gang. Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 1927; Shaw, Clifford R., and others, Brothea in Crime.
Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1938; Whyte, William F.,
Street Corner Society. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1943;
Stouffer, Samuel A., and others, The American Soldier: Studies in
Social Psychology in World War II. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton Uni
versity Press, 1949; Newcomb, Theodore M . , "Attitude Development as
a Function of Reference Groups: The Bennington Study." in Swanson,
Guy R., and others, (Eds.), Readings in Social Psychology. New York:
Holt, 1952.
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with peers, then this social group will also endorse behavior com
plimentary to their attitudes.

Thus negative attitudes toward the

police within the student subculture could be an indicator of what
could occur in subsequent contacts between police and youth groups

R eproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

CHAPTER I I

DESIGN AND METHOD OF INQUIRY

The Sampling Procedure

The uniqueness of Che present study lies in the inclusion of
religious, nonpublic school students in the sample and the examina
tion of their attitudes toward the police.

The sampling of respon

dents from this distinctive population proceeded through three stages.
The initial stage of the sampling procedure was influenced by the re
search objective, i.e., the evaluation of religious, nonpublic school
student attitudes in Kalamazoo.

Since the junior high level was

seen as a strategic period in the formation of attitudes toward the
police, three nonpublic junior high schools were purposely selected
as the focus of this study.

The schools represent the Protestant

and Catholic school systems in the outlying areas of this midwestern
city.
At this stage the present research was supplemented with public
school data obtained from a companion study^ which had already sur
veyed a great portion of Kalamazoo public junior high students prior
to the initiation of the nonpublic school study.

The specific pub

lic school used was selected because it drew students from essentially

^Bouma, Donald H . , and Williams, Donald, Youth Attitudes Toward
the Police; A Study of Youth in Kalamazoo Public Schools. Monograph
of the Sociology Department, Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo,
Michigan, April 1968.

20
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Che same n e i g h b o r h o o d s as Che nonpu b l i c

schools.

The c hoice was

m a d e w i c h Che inCenCion of d i m i n i s h i n g Che diversiCy in s ocial and
econ o m i c b a c k g r o u n d s a m o n g Che Chree types of schools, and repres encing w i c h i n cheir sCudenC bo d i e s similar samples o f Che communiCy.
Ac

Che sec o n d sCage of Che s a m p l i n g process a choice of grade

levels Co be included in Che sample w a s made.

T h e grade d i s C r i b u C i o n

wa s c o n f o u n d e d by Che progression o f ev e n C s in Che Cwo studies.

The

public school study surveyed the s eventh and ninth-g r a d e r s w h i l e sev
e n t h an d e i g h t h grade nonpublic students were studied.
public

T h e original

school study u s e d Che e x treme grade levels in Che j u n i o r h i g h

schools in order Co obtain attitude d ata extending over the entire
peri o d of school experienc e f r o m the e l e m e n t a r y years to h i g h school.

The junior high concept in the nonpublic schools in Kalamazoo is dif
ferent in that seventh and eighth-graders are housed in elementary
buildings while ninth-graders attend high schools.

Therefore, the

comparison of public and nonpublic junior high schools must relieve
the differential grade distribution by looking only at seventhgraders' attitudes in the three schools.
The final stage of sampling varied in the nonpublic schools
from the procedure followed in the public school.

Whereas all Prot

estant and Catholic students enrolled at the predetermined grade
level were assessed in each school, only randomly selected classes at
the specific grade levels were studied in the public school.

The

sampling process in both public and nonpublic schools included only
those students who were in the classroom at the time of the admin
istration of the test.

No attempt was made to return to the rooms
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to test missing students since school absenteeism was not judged to
systematically affect the results.

The Collection of Data

The nonpublic schools were canvassed within a three month period extending from December 8, 1967 to March 7, 1968.

The actual

administration of the instrument was carried out within the schools
under normal classroom conditions.
partment

Graduate students from the de

of sociology orally read the questionnaires to all seventh

and eighth-graders to alleviate reading problems and standardize the
procedure.

A single exception was a Protestant eighth grade class

which read their questions by themselves.

Analysis of the data re-

vealed that the procedure did not influence the results.

2

Grades

nine and eleven in the Protestant high school read their own in
struments after receiving preliminary instructions from graduate
students.

At each grade level surveyed, administration of the ques

tionnaire was preceded by instructions which emphasized the complete
anonymity of the respondents.

2

Other tests of administration techniques were made in the Bouma
and Williams study: "To ascertain the influence of race of the ad
ministrators and the influence of the unfamiliarity of the admini
strators to the students, two Negroes administered the questionnaire
to a small sample of classes including both white and Negro students,
and teachers administered the questionnaire to a small sample of
classes. In addition, the public address system was utilized in the
administration of the questionnaires in one school. Analysis of the
data indicates that none of the above factors influenced the results
of the study." loc. cit., p. 2. With the support of the above
mentioned test findings, our confidence in the data collection tech
niques used in the present study is sustained.
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The instrument itself was constructed for use in the Kalamazoo
public schools; items included in the questionnaire were adapted from
several other studies

and pretested in the western Michigan area.

The questionnaire required the respondent to indicate his degree of
agreement with statements which reflected attitudes toward police
operations, and their prejudices, reputation, and effectiveness.
Statements also probed student attitudes toward teachers, and student
perception of the attitudes of parents and peers toward police.
Along with items oriented toward the measurement of attitudes,
the instrument also requested personal data from the respondents.
Answers were elicited for the categories of sex, age, grade in school,
race and history of residence.

Information on church participation

was acquired through the question. "Do you usually go to church or
Sunday School?"

An affirmative answer indicates only the general

extent of religious training to which the respondent is exposed;
it cannot be used as an indicator of religiosity or strength of con
victions of beliefs.
For tactical reasons the question of involvement with police
was not approached directly.

It was considered unwise to include in

the survey items requiring information about arrests and convictions.
A less sensitive but more palatable question was ultimately used,
"Have the police ever asked you any questions because you did something

■^1terns were adapted in the original study from Botina's study of
Grand Rapids junior high students in 1957, Chapman's study of 133
delinquent and 133 non-delinquent boys in Dayton, Ohio in 1953, and
Portune's study of junior hi£h students in Cincinnati.
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wrong?"

An affirmative answer assures only that the respondent has

been exposed to the police performing in an official capacity.

The

question does not reveal the seriousness of the incident or the cir
cumstances surrounding it.

Perhaps the question best serves to sep

arate those who might have a personal basis for a negative attitude
towards the police from those who have merely learned negative atti
tudes from their social interaction.
The occupational rankings of parents used in this study are
based on the status of occupations as proposed by Centers.^

The

following list suggests the type of occupations at each rank that
have achieved the status ascribed to that level:
0.

Large business, professional:

corporation executives,

doctors, bankers, technical engineers, lawyers, teachers,
clergymen.
1.

Small business, white collar:

contractors, small retail

dealers, technicians, salesmen, office workers, registered
nurses.
2.

Skilled manual workers and foremen:

electricians, auto

mechanics, master plumbers, printers, die casters, carpen
ters, masons.
3.

Semi-skilled manual workers:

plasterers, custodians, paint

ers, cooks, truck drivers, butchers, assembly-line workers,
mailmen.

^Centers, Richard, Psychology of Social Classes.
Princeton University Press, 1949. p. 49.

Princeton:
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4.

Unskilled workers:

trash collectors, gas station attendants.

5.

Farm owners and managers.

6.

Farm laborers.

7.

Retired.

8.

Unemployed and welfare.

The respondents were categorized on the basis of their written
descriptions of their parents' occupation.

The students were speci

fically directed to indicate the type of work, rather than the place
of business, in which their parents were engaged.

The occupational

ranks are meant to give a general assessment of the socioeconomic
background of the respondent.

Since information was requested from

youths of junior high age, more concrete indicators of social status
as yearly income and extent of parents' education could not be asked.

PPP scale and PPR scale

Two scale scores were computed for each respondent to facili
tate the comparison of attitudes among the schools used in the study.
The items used in the scales attempt to measure the student's per
ception of police prejudice and perception of police reputation by
assigning a score of zero to unfavorable responses, two to favorable
responses, and one for the response, "not sure."
Students responded to one of the above three choices thus indi
cating their preference concerning any particular item.

The scale

♦

items were totaled to determine the favorability of response for
each student.

Agreement with a favorable item and disagreement with

an unfavorable item were scored high: a subject who checked "yes" on
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a favorable item received a score of two.
received a one.

If he was "not sure,"

he

If he responded with a "no" to the favorable item,

he received a zero.

The scale score for all six items range from

twelve, the most favorable attitude towards police, to zero, the
most unfavorable attitude possible.
Scale PPP (Perception of Police Prejudice) consists of the fol
lowing six items:
1.

Do you feel that police are always picking on Negroes?

2.

Do you feel that policemen treat rich boys the same as
poor boys?

3.

Do you feel that policemen treat all people alike?

4.

Do you think that the police treat Negro and white people
alike?

5.

Do you think police treat members of all churches alike?

6.

Do you think that police treat all nationalities alike?

Scale PPR (Perception of Police Reputation) consists of these
items:
1.

Do you think

that policemen are pretty nice guys?

2.

Do you think

that police think they are "big shots" because

they wear a badge?
3.

Do you think that police are always picking on the guy who
has been in trouble before?

4.

Do you think

that the police are mean?

5.

Do you think

that the police can steal

and get away with

it?
6.

Do you think that the police accuse you of things you
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didn't even do?^
The following items are included in the questionnaire and pro
vide a means of assessing student attitudes toward teachers and
principals.
1.

Do you think that teachers and principals treat all pupils
alike?

2.

Do you think that teachers and principals treat Negroes and
whites alike?

3.

Do you think that teachers and principals treat rich and
poors alike?

4.

Do you think that teachers and principals are pretty nice
guys?

5.

Do you think teaching is a good job for an intelligent guy?

The Respondents

The three Kalamazoo junior high schools selected to represent
the Protestant, Catholic and public school students' attitudes toward
the police have similarities within their student bodies.

The

^These scales, as constructed by Donald Williams, were developed
by the matrix rotation method, using thirty-one items from an orig
inal sample of 305 students. These students constitute a sub-sample
in the Grand Rapids-Muskegon Heights study done in 1967. Cf. Bouma,
Donald; Williams, Donald; and Schade, Thomas, Youth Attitudes Toward
the Police: A Study of Two Michigan Cities. Monograph of the Soci
ology Department, Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, Michigan.
The reliability coefficients were obtained through the split half
technique with prophecy correction.
In the Kalamazoo public school
study, coefficients of .820 and .794 were recorded for the PPP scale
and PPR scale respectively. These coefficients exceed the level of
.75 which was judged acceptable prior to the reliability test.
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elimination of race as a variable among these schools is a most sig
nificant observation.

Table I indicates that the Protestant and

Catholic junior high schools have a fraction of one per cent desig
nated as either Negro or other than white.

The race factor is also

negligible in the public school sample since about two per cent of
the students indicated that they were nonwhite.

Since the Kalamazoo

public school study singled out race as "the most significant factor
associated with differences in attitudes toward the police,"^

a very

significant, extraneous variable has been practically omitted from
this study by the choice of schools used in this study.
The proportion of males and females is similar in all three
schools.

This fact, of course, allows a comparison of attitudes to

be discussed disregarding the differences in males and females, as
variations in responses of the sexes would be essentially the same
in each school.
There also exists appreciable differences in the three schools'
populations that should be noticed.

Table I shows a variance in the

distribution of parental occupational rankings of the public and
nonpublic school students.

The concentration of students with par

ents in executive or white collar occupations is evident in all
schools, but the differences in percentages are significant.

Of the

Catholic school parents, 78 per cent are in the two highest ranks,
as compared to 56 per cent of the Protestant and 37 per cent of the
public school students.

Percentage differences in skilled and

^Bouma and Williams, op. cit., p. 5.
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Table I
Characteristics of Respondents of Kalamazoo
Public and Nonpublic Schools*

Characteristics

TOTAL N= 714

Protestant

Junior High Schools
Catholic

Public

147

17%

115

20%

452

63%

SEX
male
female

71
76

48%
52%

55
60

48%
52%

225
227

50%
50%

GRADE
7 th
8th
9th

89
58
--

61%
39%
--

58
57
—

50%
50%
—

225
—
227

50%
—
50%

PARENTAL
OCCUPATION
Executive
White Collar
Skilled
Semi-skilled
Unskilled
Farm, Other
NR

26
56
26
27
1
3
8

18%
38%
18%
18%
1%
2%
5%

34
55
12
12
1
-1

30%
48%
10%
10%
1%
—
1%

65
103
97
129
13
5
40

14%
23%
21%
29%
3%
1%
9%

POLICE
EXPERIENCE
Yes, Unsure
No
NR

37
109
1

25%
74%
1%

34
80
1

30%
70%
1%

186
264
2

41%
58%
1%

RACE
White
Negro
Other
NR

146
—
—
1

99%
—
—

114
1
—
—

99%
1%
-—

439
8
3
2

97%
2%
1%
1%

CHURCH
ATTENDANCE
Yes
No
NR

145
—
2

99%
—
1%

113
2

99%
1%
"“

291
161
••

64%
36%
“““

1%

* Percentages may not add up to exactly 100 due to rounding off.
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the

semiskilled ranks indicate that 50 per cent of the public school

parents are at these levels while only one-third of the Protestant
and one-fifth of the Catholic school parents are similarily catego
rized.

Even though the public school represents one of the higher

socioeconomic residential areas of the city, it is apparently not as
selective as the two nonpublic schools.
Less than one per cent of the religious, nonpublic school stu
dents did not acknowledge regular attendance at either church or
Sunday School.

This finding is not surprising since it is reasonable

to expect that parents who consider it worthwhile to invest in a
religious education will also encourage regular church attendance.
However, within the public school sample, church and Sunday School
attenders constitute only 64 per cent of the student body, thus n e 
cessitating a research control for church attendance.
Table I also shows that more nonpublic school students have
never been questioned by the police than public school students.
Over 70 per cent of the Protestant and Catholic students have not had
contact with the police for wrongdoing while less than 60 per cent
of the public school students have had no experience in police m a t 
ters.
Comparison of the characteristics of respondents among schools
in the Protestant system indicate that there are no differences in
church attendance practices at the junior high or senior high level.
However Table II does show that the older students have had more ex
perience with the police than junior high youth, 38 per cent as com
pared to 25 per cent.
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Table II
Characteristics of Respondents of Kalamazoo
Protestant Schools*

Characteristics

"N"
Junior High

"S"
Junior High

High
School

119

237,

147

287.

261

497.

SEX
male
female

61
58

517,
497.

71
76

487.
527.

135
125

527.
487.

GRADE
7 th
8th
9th
11th

57
62
—
—

487.
527.
—
—

89
58
—
—

617.
397.
—
—

—
129
132

—
—
497.
517.

PARENTAL
OCCUPATION
Executive
White Collar
Skilled
Semi-skilled
Unskilled
Farm, Other
NR

17,
35
26
27
2
4
8

147.
297.
227,
237.
27.
37.
77.

26
56
26
27
1
3
8

187.
387.
187.
187.
17.
27.
57.

44
73
61
58
5
12
8

177.
287.
237.
227.
27.
47.
37.

POLICE
EXPERIENCE
Yes, Unsure
No
NR

30
86
3

257,
727,
37.

37
109
1

257.
747.
17.

99
161
1

387.
627.
17.

118
-1

997.
—
17.

146
—
1

997.
—
17,

260
1
—

997.
17.
--

118
1

997.
17.
••

145
—
2

997.
—
17.

258
3
••

997.
17.

TOTAL N= 527

RACE
White
Negro
NR
CHURCH
ATTENDANCE
Yes
No
NR

—

* Percentages may not add up to exactly 100 due to rounding off.
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There is also a noticable similarity between the distribution of
occupational rankings of "N" junior high and the high school.

"S"

junior high has 10 per cent more parents occupying the executive and
white collar ranks than either of the other schools.
are not as great in the lower ranks.

The differences

Further analysis of these

schools will take into account the variation in the characteristics
of the public and nonpublic school students.
The distribution of scale scores for each school is indicated
in Table III.

All schools showed an overall favorable response, with

more than half the students scoring "9" or higher in both scales.
Within the selective schools which constitute the sample in this
study, it is apparent that a great proportion of students are pos
itively oriented toward the police.
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Table III
Attitudes Toward the Police as Expressed in Scale
Scores by Public and Nonpublic School Students*

of the copyright owner.

School

Scale PPP Perception of Police Prejudice
ft
6
8
9
10
11
5
7

Further reproduction

0

1

2

3

"N" Protestant Jr. High

-

-

2

3

7

5

11

16

12

16

21

"S" Protestant Jr. High

2

-

1

1

10

12

1ft

13

15

10

Protestant High School

1

-

8

6

15

18

31

21

ftft

Catholic Jr. High

1

2

ft

2

7

3

9

7

Public Jr. High

6

2

2ft

16

35

27

49

ft

39

28

7ft

65

lift

Total

10

12

Total

10

12

115

16

22

30

146

10

36

19

52

261

11

7

2ft

8

30

115

17

50

38

56

32

9ft

446

7ft

132

81

153

91

218

1083

prohibited without permission.

1%

-

47.

37.

0

1

2

3

"N" Protestant Jr. High

-

-

1

4

2

ft

8

11

18

17

26

"S" Protestant Jr. High

-

-

-

ft

ft

6

9

5

22

18

Protestant High School

3

ft

5

5

10

6

22

16

29

Catholic Jr. High

-

-

-

1

3

3

10

7

Public Jr. High

8

ft

13

13

18

21

35

11

8

19

27

37

40

8ft

Per Cent

School

Total
Percent

1%

1%

2%

77.

67.

11%

77.

127.

87.

147.

8%

Scale PPR Perception of Police Reputation
11
ft
5
6
7
8
9
10

37.

37.

47.

9%

20%

1007.

12

Total

16

11

118

31

18

27

lftft

39

35

3ft

50

258

16

12

21

18

2ft

115

35

67

41

70

45

70

440

7ft

152

127

183

131

182

1075

77.

147.

127.

17%

127.

177.

100%

*Numbers in the body of the table represent the frequency of students with the indicated scale score.
w
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CHAPTER I I I

ANALYSIS OF INQUIRY

Attitudes Toward the Police

Procedure of analysis

The findings of the investigation of student attitudes in public
and nonpublic schools will be discussed three different ways in this
chapter.

First, an analysis of responses to specific items in the

questionnaire will be directed at revealing significant divergencies
of attitudes of students from the three different school systems.
Second, the scores from scales PPP and PPR will be utilized to deter
mine the extent to which extraneous variables effect student atti
tudes toward the police.

The scale scores will find further use in

the comparison of the three schools when the significant extraneous
variables are controlled.

A third analysis of the data will examine

the proportions of students answering questions regarding teachers
and principals.

The analysis will also investigate what Protestant,

Catholic, and public school students think their parents and friends1
attitudes are towards teachers and police.

Analysis of specific questionnaire items

Several questions unfavorable to the police drew affirmative re
sponses from a greater proportion of public school students than

34
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nonpublic school students.^- For instance, over one-third of the pub
lic school sample thought that police accuse innocent people while
only about 25 per cent of the nonpublic school students agreed.

When

asked if they thought the police were "mean," a large majority of
both public and nonpublic school students disagreed.

But the public

school minority who agreed with the statement was twice as large
proportionally (12 per cent as compared to 6 per cent) as the non
public youth who agreed.

Close to two-thirds of the nonpublic school

students thought that the police treated all nationalities equitably,
but only a slim majority (53 per cent) of public school students
agreed.

These attitudes probably account for the smaller proportion

of public school students who indicated that if in need of help, they
would go to the police.

The percentages of the public and nonpublic

samples for this question were 66 per cent and 76 per cent respec
tively.

Still the public school youth had higher regard for the

effectiveness of the police as 83 per cent thought that criminals
usually get caught, as compared to 75 per cent of the nonpublic
school students.
Within the nonpublic school sample, several items on the ques*)

tionnaire produced differences between Protestants and Catholics.
Almost two-thirds of the Protestant students thought that police work

^Proportions of responses for individual schools are found in
appendix A. Items referred to in this discussion are numbered 23,
14, 25, 16 and 22.
^Items referred to in this discussion are numbered 12, 13, 27
and 10 in appendix A.
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was a good challenging occupation, but only 56 per cent of the Cath
olic students agreed.

One-half of the Catholic students supported

the idea that policemen treat everyone alike, a statement that less
than 40 per cent of the Protestant students agreed with.

In a ques

tion probing police consistency, 47 per cent of the Catholic students
did not think that the police were more strict in different sections
of town while only about one-third of the Protestant students thought
the same.

Also, the proportion of Catholic students who did not

think police were arrogant was appreciably greater than the Protes
tant group that held similar feelings, 82 per cent as compared to 68
per cent.

A complete itemization of responses for each school is

provided in appendix A.

Significant variables in the nonpublic school sample

The Kalamazoo public school study has isolated several factors
which influence student attitudes.

In this section, these factors

will be analyzed to ascertain their significance in the nonpublic
school sample.

Race, a most significant factor in the public school

research, is a negligible factor in this study due to the racial homogeniety of the sample.

The public school study also found that reg

ular church attendance was associated with favorable attitudes.
Since the nonpublic school respondents professed to attend church or
Sunday School regularily, this control need not be specified.

There

are other variables affecting nonpublic attitudes that cannot be so
quickly dismissed.
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The significance of sex, grade, amount of police contact, and
parental occupation of the nonpublic students is demonstrated by ex
posing student responses to "dunmy" variables.^

In this procedure

the entire sample of public and nonpublic schools is dichotomized in
to nearly equal proportions of scale scores about the sample median.
Any difference of proportions among the schools' high and low scale
catagories would indicate the operation of a variable other than
school affiliation upon scale scores.
The sex of respondents contributed to differential attitudes
toward the police.

As in the public schools, nonpublic school males

are less favorably oriented toward the police than females.

In both

attitude scales, the proportion of females in the more favorable cat
egory are greater than the males.

Table IV shows that 54 per cent of

the females are above the median score for scale PPP, as compared to
49 per cent of the male sample.

In scale PPR the female proportion

above the median is 53 per cent while the males dropped to 46 per
cent.

The probability of the differences in male and female propor

tions occuring by chance in scale PPP is not greater than .25 and in
scale PPR is not greater than .10.

Thus the higher percentage of

favorable responses for females is consistent in both scales, but
the differences in the proportion of males and females in the more
favorable categories are not great enough to reject the statistical
hypothesis of equal proportions with reasonable confidence.

% a t t s , Harold W . , An Introduction to the Theory and Practice of
Binary Variables. Mimeograph from the University of Wisconsin, 1963.
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Differences in attitudes between sexes are illustrated in appendix B.
While we may conclude that there are noticable differences in male
and female attitudes toward the police, the comparison of public and
nonpublic school systems will not require a control for sex since the
ratio of males to females in each school is practically identical.

Table IV
Comparison of Attitudes Toward the Police of
Nonpublic School Males and Females

Male
Attitudes Toward
the Police

Female

Scale PPP
%

Scale PPR
7.

More Favorable

49

46

54

53

Less Favorable

51

54

46

47

100

100

100

100

(317)

(318)

(317)

(315)

Total
(No. of cases)
Scale PPP
Scale PPR

x 2= 1.41
x2= 2.90

d.f.= 1
d.f.= 1

Scale PPP
7.

Scale PPR
7.

p < .23
p < .09

Age and grade level of respondents are factors associated with
differential attitudes among nonpublic school students.

That is, an

increase in age and grade level of the students is accompanied by
increasingly unfavorable attitudes toward the police.

Table V indi

cates that when the sample is dichotomized between eighth and ninth
grades, the number of younger students with favorable attitudes to
ward the police is larger than the number of older students in both
scales.

Fifty-five per cent of the younger students are in the more

favorable PPP scale category as compared to 47 per cent of the
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students in senior high school, a difference statistically signif
icant at the .02 level.

The difference in the percentages of the two

groups is smaller in scale PPR (51 per cent as compared to 47 per
cent) with the junior high students showing a slight advantage in
favorable attitudes.

Table V
Comparison of Attitudes Toward the Police of Nonpublic
School Students by Age and Grade Level

Junior High
Age
Grade
(10-13)
(7, 8)
7.
7.
7.
7.

Attitudes Toward
the Police

PPP
More Favorable sca^e
scale PPR

55

PPP
Less Favorable sca|e
scale PPR

45

Total
(No. of cases)
Scale PPP:
Scale PPR:

x 2= 5.7
x 2=

55
51

Senior High
Age
Grade
(14-19)
(9, 11)
7.
7.
%
7.

46

47
51

45

47

47

53

54

49

49

53

53

100 100

100 100

100 100

100 100

(349)

(378)

(287)

(258)

d.f.= 1
d.f.= 1

p < .02
p < .24

Once students are classified by grade, the further classifica
tion by age does not refine the groups very greatly.

The proportion

of seventh and eighth-graders with high scale scores is practically
identical with the proportion of students 13 years old and under for
both scales.

The same relationship holds between the higher grades

and older students.

Therefore if grade level is controlled in the

data analysis, then the effect of age will be correspondingly
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diminished; hence only the single control for grade level is neces
sary in later analysis.
Experience with the police adversely affects attitudes toward
the police of nonpublic school youth.

Students who admitted being

questioned by the police for wrongdoing tend to hold more negative
attitudes than all other students.

In questions probing students'

Table VI
Comparison of Attitudes Toward the Police of Nonpublic
School Students by Police Experience

Questioned by Police
Attitudes Toward
the Police

Yes

Scale PPP
7=

No

Scale PPR
7.

Scale PPP
7.

Scale PPR
7.

More Favorable

39

46

56

50

Less Favorable

61

54

44

50

100

100

100

100

(178)

(175)

(456)

(458)

Total
(No. of cases)
Scale PPP
Scale PPR

X 2=14.65
x2= 1.09

d.f.= 1
d.f.= 1

p<
p<

.001
.30

perception of police prejudice (scale PPP), only 39 per cent of the
students exposed to the police are in the more favorable attitude
category.

This proportion is much lower than all other students, 56

per cent of whom have more favorable scale scores.

Such a great dif

ference could have happened less than one time in a thousand by
chance; thus the difference is highly significant.
The nonpublic school students' perception of the police's repu
tation (scale PPR) is less favorable among students exposed to the
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police.

Table VI shows a four per cent difference in the proportion

of students in the more favorable category.

The difference in the

two groups of students is in the same direction for both attitude
scales, though smaller in scale FFR and without statistical signifi
cance.
Parental occupational rankings induce little differentiation
among nonpublic school student attitudes toward the police.

Students

Table VII
Comparison of Attitudes Toward the Police of Nonpublic
School Students by Parental Occupational Rank

Parental
Occupational
Ranks
Attitudes Toward
the Police

Professional,
Executive or
White Collar
Scale PPP
%

Foremen, Manual,
Skilled, Unskilled,
and Farm Laborers

Scale PPR
%

Scale PPP
7.

Scale PPR
7.

More Favorable

50

50

54

49

Less Favorable

50

50

46

51

100

100

100

100

(336)

(337)

(274)

(272)

Total
(No. of cases)
Scale PPP
Scale PPR

x 2=
x2=

.80
.06

d.f.= 1
d.f.= 1

not significant
not significant

whose parents were described as holding positions in some executive,
professional, or white collar capacity deviate only slightly from the
percentages of all other students in the favorable attitude category
in scales PPP and PPR.

The differences between the two groups of

students according to Table VII is four per cent in the scale measur
ing student perception of police prejudice (scale PPP) and only one
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per cent in the scale measuring student perception of police reputa
tion (scale PPR).

These differences are not statistically signifi

cant.

The Protestant. Catholic, and public junior high schools

The scores from scale PPP and from scale PPR for each school can
be compared to investigate the first hypothesis that
Protestant and Catholic junior high school students
hold more favorable attitudes toward the police
than do public school junior high students.
When a comparison is made of the entire sample of students investi
gated from each of the three schools, the nonpublic schools are seen
to be more favorably disposed toward the police than the public
school.

Using the frequencies of students scoring above the sample

median in scale PPP, the Catholic students have the largest propor
tion (57 per cent) in the more favorable category, followed by 51 per
cent of the Protestant school students and 46 per cent of the public
school students.

A statistical test of the differences of medians

concludes that these results could have happened less than ten times
in a hundred by chance.
The preceeding differences are reinforced by the scores from
scale PPR, perception of police reputation.

The proportion of non

public students in the more favorable category is one to three per
cent higher than in scale PPP while the public school proportion re
mains the same.
the .01 level.

These differences are statistically significant at
We may conclude on the evidence of the two attitude
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scales that at this preliminary stage of analysis, differences do
exist between the attitudes toward the police of students in the
Protestant, Catholic, and public junior high schools.

Table VIII
Comparison of Public and Nonpublic School Student
Based on PPP Scores
Attitudes Toward the Police,

Schools
Attitudes Toward
the Police

More Favorable
Less Favorable

Protestant
%

51

(No. of cases)
X2= 5.6

d.f.= 2

57

49
-----

Total

Catholic
7.

43
—

Public
7.

46
54
-----

100

100

100

(145)

(114)

(448)

p < .10

The question most appropriate to the discussion now is, "Are the
schools themselves largely responsible for the observed differences
in student attitudes toward the police?"

The differentiation among

attitudes of Protestant, Catholic, and public school students illus
trated in Tables VIII and IX may not be attributed solely to the ex
planatory variables, i.e., the three school systems, since other
factors may be affecting the scores in some undisclosed manner.

In

the earlier discussion of variables associated with differential at
titudes, grade level and police experience were ferreted out as two
factors which affected attitude scale scores sufficiently in the non
public school sample to necessitate their control.
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The impact of experience with police reduces the frequencies of
scores in the higher range of the attitude scales.

Seventh-graders

with police experience, from both public and nonpublic schools, have
a median of 8 on a scale measuring attitudes toward the police that
ranges from 0 (unfavorable) to 12 (favorable) while all other sev-

Table IX
Comparison of Public and Nonpublic School Student
Attitudes Toward the Police, Based on PPR Scores

Schools
Protestant
7.

Attitudes Toward
the Police

More Favorable

52

Less Favorable
Total
(No. of cases)
X 2=10.7

d. f .= 2

p <

Catholic
7.

60

Public
7.

46

48

40

54

--

--

--

100

100

100

(144)

(114)

(441)

.01

enth-graders have a median of 10.

This observation of scale PPP

supports earlier findings in this study and in the related research
cited previously.

However it is the differences between the three

schools within the two groups cf seventh-graders that is the focus of
our attention.

Having specified the public and nonpublic school sam

ple by police experience and grade level, we can observe that the
difference between schools in the proportion of students with more
favorable attitudes has been reduced.

Table X indicates that 52 per

cent of the Catholic seventh-graders with no police experience have
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more favorable scores than the entire sample median.

The proportion

of Protestant and public school students in the more favorable cate
gory are 45 per cent and 44 per cent respectively.

Table X
Impact of Experience with Police on
Public and Nonpublic School Student
Attitudes Toward the Police
Based on PPP Scores

Experience with Police
(seventh grade sample)

Prot.

Attitudes Toward
the Police

%

No*
Cath.
Public
7.
%

Prot.
7.

Yes**
Cath. Public
7.
7.

More Favorable

45

52

44

48

50

47

Less Favorable

55

48

56

52

50

53

Total

100

100

100

100

100

100

(No. of cases)

(64)

(44)

(25)

(14)

(77)

X2= 3.1

*
**

d.f.= 4

(145)

not significant

Percentages indicate proportion
median scale score of 10 (scale
Percentages indicate proportion
median scale score of 8 (scale

of students above and below the
range: 0-12)
of students above and below the
range: 0-12)

The comparison of seventh grade students with police experience
shows even less difference between each school's responses with 50
per cent of the Catholics' scores indicating attitudes more favorable
toward the police than the group median score, followed by 48 per
cent of the Protestant and 47 per cent of the public school students
above the median.

Whereas the previous comparison of the three

schools without controls found statistically significant differences
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among them, the above percentages of the public and nonpublic schools
are too close to reject the hypothesis of no difference.
The research hypothesis predicted significant differences be
tween public and nonpublic student attitudes toward the police.

The

comparison of scores based on scale FFF does not support that hypoth
esis among seventh-graders regardless of police experience.

Inspec

tion of Table X indicates that for this particular attitude scale a
greater difference exists between Catholic school students and nonCatholic school students.

This observation may become meaningful if

it is produced in other data.
The findings of scale PFF are supported by the score distribu
tion in scale FPR.

Among seventh-graders with no police experience,

52 per cent of the Catholic students are in the more favorable atti
tude category, as compared to the public and Protestant schools' pro
portions of 47 and 45 per cent.

Table XI indicates that the sample

of students with police experience have a median score of 8.5 which
is lower (less favorable) than all other seventh-graders1 median of
10.

About 52 per cent of the Protestant and Catholic school students

with police experience have attitude scores above the median 8.5,
while the public school students have 47 per cent in the more favor
able category.

The differences among the three schools in the pro

portions of both groups of students above their respective medians
are not great enough to gain statistical significance.

Appendix C

provides further information regarding attitudes at other grade lev
els by a comparison of their respective median scale scores.
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Table XI
Impact of Experience with Police on
Public and Nonpublic School Student
Attitudes Toward the Police
Based on PPR Scores

Experience with Police
(seventh grade sample)

Attitudes Toward
the Police

Prot.
%

No*
Cath.
Public
%
%

Prot.
%

Yes**
Public
Cath.
%
%

More Favorable

45

52

47

52

53

47

Less Favorable

55

48

53

48

47

53

Total

100

100

100

100

100

100

(No. of cases)

(64)

(46)

(144)

(23)

(15)

(76)

X 2= 1.4

*
**

d.f.= 4

not significant

Percentages indicate proportion of students above and below the
median scale score of 10
(scale range: 0-12)
Percentages indicate proportion of students above and below the
median scale score of 8.5
(scale range: 0-12)

Church attendance and attitudes toward the police

There remains one background variable which must be examined;
conclusions about the effectiveness of nonpublic schools cannot be
drawn without consideration of the religious experience of public
school students.

Hypothesis 1(a) predicted that the investigation

of church attending youth will reveal that
Among regular church attenders, Protestant and
Catholic junior high school students hold more
favorable attitudes toward the police than

do
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public junior high school students.
The extent of religious participation was determined by responses to
the question, "Do you usually attend church or Sunday School?"
The nonpublic school sample yielded practically a unanimous re
sponse to the question.

Sunday School and church attenders made up

only 64 per cent of the public school sample, however.

According to

Table XII, more junior high school girls than boys attend religious
services regularily.

In contrast to the nonpublic school students'

consistent attendance through all grades, public school youths'
church attendance decreases at the higher grade level.

Note also

that while the sub-sample of church-attending students is only 64
per cent of the total public school sample, they account for 71 per
cent of the students who have never had experience with the police.
The evidence in Table XII suggests that the presence of church-at
tending youth will be found to a greater extent among those sub
groups of public school youth who have been shown to be more favor
ably disposed toward the police.
Consequently we would expect more favorable attitudes among
public school church attenders than among nonregular church attend
ers.

A comparison of these two groups' attitudes confirms the fact

that such differences do exist.

In scale PPP, 58 per cent of the

public school church attenders are in the more favorable attitude
category as compared to 51 per cent of all other youth.

In scale

PPR, one-half of the public school students attending church possess
ed more favorable attitudes as compared to less than 40 per cent of
all other students.

These differences are statistically significant
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at the .15 level for scale PPP and .03 level for scale PPR and may
be accepted by the researcher with confidence.

Table XII
Church or Sunday School Attendance by Sex, Grade, and
Police Experience in the Public School

Characteristics

Number

Per Cent of Total
Public School Sample

Regular church attenders

291

64%

SEX
Kale
Female

128
163

57%
72%

GRADE
7 th
9th

158
133

70%
59%

POLICE EXPERIENCE
Yes, Unsure
No

103
188

55%
71%

Public school students affirming that they usually attend church
or Sunday School can legitimately be compared to nonpublic school
students since Protestant and Catholic students also acknowledge reg
ular attendance.

A comparison of the public and nonpublic school

church-attending students should decrease the differences in scale
scores observed in Tables X and XI and isolate the effect of a reli
gious school education on student attitudes.

If the nonpublic

schools are responsible for improvement in student attitudes toward
the police, nonpublic students should show attitudes which are mea
surably more positive than church-attending public school students.
When the public and nonpublic school seventh-graders of the
three junior high schools are compared, using only church-attending
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Table XIII
Comparison of Attitudes Toward the Police of Public
School Students by Church Attendance

Regular
Attitudes Toward
the Police

More Favorable
Less Favorable

Scale PPP
%

(No. of cases)
Scale PPP
Scale PPR

X 2= 2.0
X2= 4.3

Scale PPR
%

58

50

42
------

Total

Church Attendance
Not Regular
Scale PPP
%

Scale PPR
%

51

50
—

39

49

61

------

------

100

100

100

100

(288)

(286)

(160)

(157)

d.f.= 1
d . f .= 1

p <
p<

.15
.03

public school youth, the proportions of students favorably disposed
toward the police become increasingly similar in scale PPP.

The pub

lic school sample including nonregular church attenders was lower in
Table X than both Catholic and Protestant in percentage of students
with favorable attitudes.

With the exclusion of nonregular attend

ers, the public school seventh grade sample with no police experience
has 46 per'cent in the more favorable category, less than the Cath
olics 52 per cent and just above the Protestant school's 45 per cent.
Among the students with police experience, the differences in the
proportions are no more than two per cent.
Because the differences in percentages are small when attitudes
are controlled by grade, police experience, and church attendance, no
conclusions can be made regarding the advantage of one school over
another concerning student attitudes toward the police.

The
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percentage differences shown in Table XIV may well have been the re
sult of chance flucuation.

The differences are not statistically

significant.

Table XIV
Impact of Experience with Police on
Public and Nonpublic School Student
Attitudes Toward the Police
Based on PPP Scores

Experience with Police
(church-attending seventh-graders)

Attitudes Toward
the Police

Prot.
7.

No*
Cath. Public
%
%

Prot.
7.

Yes**
Cath.
Public
7.
7.

More Favorable

45

52

46

48

50

49

Less Favorable

55

48

54

52

50

51

Total

100

100

100

100

100

100

(No. of cases)

(64)

(44)

(25)

(14)

(43)

X2=1.4

*
**

d.f.= 4

(113)

not significant

Percentages indicate proportion of students
the median scale score of 10
(scale range:
Percentages indicate proportion of students
the median scale score of 8
(scale range:

above and below
0-12)
above and below
0-12)

The same conclusion of no real differences between schools is
supported by scale PPR.

Among seventh-graders with no police experi

ence, the schools are within 7 percentage points of having equal pro
portions in tbs more favorable category.

The range is larger among

students with police experience (15 percentage points), but the
smaller number of students in the sub-group increases the probability
of chance variation in the scale scores.
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Table XV
Impact of Experience with Police on
Public and Nonpublic School Student
Attitudes Toward the Police
Based on PPR Scores

Experience with Police
(church-attending seventh-graders)

Attitudes Toward
the Police

Prot.
%

No*
Cath. Public
%
%

Prot.
%

Yes**
Public
Cath.
%
%

More Favorable

45

52

50

52

57

43

Less Favorable

55

48

50

48

43

57

Total

100

100

100

100

100

100

(No. of cases)

(64)

(46)

(23)

(15)

(46)

X2=l.l

*
**

d.f.= 4

(112)

not significant

Percentages indicate proportion of students above and below the
median scale score of 10
(scale range: 0-12)
Percentages indicate proportion of students above and below the
median scale score of 8
(scale range: 0-12)
Since the sub-sample of public school church attenders has an

imbalance in its sex ratio favoring females, the influence of this
factor must be considered in the analysis of data.

A further control

for sex will increase the frequency attrition within the table cells
and may render the data undependable.

An inspection of group medians

so dichotomized by sex did reveal no consistent divergencies in atti
tudes of public and nonpublic school students.

Thus the influence of

the sex ratio imbalance of the public school church attenders, though
difficult to ascertain, does appear minimal and leaves unaltered the
previous findings of no difference between the three junior high
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Table XVI
Summary of Statistical Tests of Significance
On Attitude Scores of Kalamazoo Public
And Nonpublic School Students

Significance Level

Controls

Scale

Chi square

none

PPP
PPR

5.6
10.7

PPP
PPR

3.1
1.4

not significant
not significant

PPP
PPR

1.4
1.1

not significant
not significant

Grade Level
and
Police Experience

Grade Level
Police Experience
and Church
Attendance

p <
p <

.10
.01

J

schools.

In summarizing the findings on the attitudes toward police

of junior high youth from Protestant, Catholic, and public schools,
Table XVI indicates that the significant differences observed in the
initial comparison of attitudes are reduced by the controlling of
important variables thus making the relationship between school type
and attitudes toward police nonsignificant.

In regards to the first

hypothesis, when the Protestant, Catholic, and public school students
are compared, the predicted differences in attitudes toward the po
lice are supported.

However, the differences do not hold with the

introduction of specific control variables known to influence student
attitudes.
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Student attitudes in the Protestant school sample

The Protestant sample consists of the complete population, bar
ring absentees, for the Kalamazoo Christian schools, grades seven,
eight, nine and eleven.

The second research hypothesis stated that

attitudes would increase favorably towards the police with the in
creased exposure to the Protestant school environment:
Protestant school students at higher grade levels
hold a more favorable attitude toward the police
than students at lower grade levels.
Data from the study indicate that a large proportion of Protes
tant students had attended a nonpublic school in the sixth grade.
Ninety-six per

cent of the junior high students and 97 per cent of

the high school students indicated that they had attended a nonpublic
school in the sixth grade.

The negligible attrition rate at the high

er grade levels would support the assumption that nonpublic education
has been a continuous educational experience for Protestant school
students.

Consequently a comparison of attitudes at various grade

levels should provide a basis for evaluating the change of attitude
that takes place as students progress through the Protestant school
system.
Using scale PPP as an indicator of attitudes toward the police,
we note in Table XVII a slight decrease in the proportion of students
in the more favorable category as grade level rises.

Although these

differences are not great enough to be significant, they are opposite
the predicted direction; consequently the data do not support the
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research hypothesis.

Similar findings are evident in attitudes reg

istered in scale PPR.

The percentage of students with favorable at

titudes decreases from 56 per cent in grade seven to 54 per cent in

Table XVII
Comparison of Attitudes Toward the Police of Protestant
School Students by Grade Level

Grade Level
7 th

Attitudes Toward
the Police

8th

\

More Favorable

scale PPP
scale PPR

59

Less Favorable

scale PPP
scale PPR

41

9th

%

55
56

%

11th

7

54
55

45

54
54

46

54

46

44

45

46

46

100 100

100 100

100 100

100 100

(No. of cases)

(145)

(118)

(127)

(132)

Scale PPP
Scale PPR

d.f.* 3
d.f.= 3

Total

X 2= 1.1
x2 =
.2

grades nine and eleven.

not significant
not significant

Thus the Protestant school students' atti

tudes toward the police tend to become more unfavorable through che
junior high experience in a manner similar to public school student
attitudes.

When the sexes were considered separately, Protestant

school males showed a consistent decrease in favorable attitudes at
higher grade levels, whereas females' attitudes did not vary consis
tently with grade level.^

^Attitudes are dichotomized by sex in appendix B.
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The attitudes of Protestant high school students indicates that
eleventh-graders have similar attitudes toward police as ninth-grad
ers.

The data thus suggest that negative attitude change is more a

product of the junior high than senior high years.

Further research

is needed to substantiate this finding.
Another purpose of this study was to assess what effect the so
cioeconomic backgrounds of two Protestant junior high schools would
have on student attitudes toward the police.
higher SES than "N" junior high:

"S" junior high has a

56 per cent of the former school's

parents were ranked in the two highest occupational categories as
compared to the latter school's 44 per cent, a significant difference
in proportions.
Table XVIII shows that differences in student attitudes between
schools are evident in both attitude scales.

One-half of the "S"

junior high students score in the more favorable category of scale
PPP compared to "N" junior high students' 44 per cent.

In scale PPR,

the difference in proportions is eight per cent with "S" junior high
students more favorable in attitude than "N" junior high students.
While there appears to be a relationship in these two junior high
schools between economic status of students and their attitudes to
ward the police, the differences are not great enough to be statis
tically significant.

Confidence in the differences noted in the com

parison of these two junior high schools is not great; but to the ex
tent to which these differences have confirmed findings in previous
studies, the data contribute to a better understanding of the effect
of social status on attitudes toward the police.
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Table XVIII
Comparison of Attitudes Toward the Police of
Two Nonpublic Junior High Schools
"N" Junior High
Attitudes Toward
the Police

Scale PPP
%

Scale PPR
7.

"S" Junior High
Scale PPP
7.

Scale PPR
%

More Favorable

44

51

50

59

Less Favorable

56

49

50

41

100

100

100

100

(117)

(118)

(145)

(144)

Total
(No. of cases)
Scale PPP
Scale PPR

X2=
.71
X2= 1.43

d.f.= 1
d.f.- 1

not significant
not significant

Attitudes Toward Teachers of Public
and Nonpublic School Students

Five questionnaire items probed student attitudes toward their
teachers and principals.

It was hypothesized that nonpublic school

reactions toward teachers would be more favorable than would public
school attitudes.

One general conclusion that can be observed from

the data comparing the three junior high schools is that the Catholic
school students express a greater proportion of favorable responses
toward teachers and principals than either Protestant or public
school students.

Table XIX gives the per cent of students from each

of three junior high schools that responded favorably to four ques
tionnaire items regarding attitudes toward teachers and principals.
A comparison of the percentages shows a tendency in the nonpub
lic schools toward more favorable attitudes than in the public school
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Table XIX
Comparison of Favorable Attitudes of Students
of Kalamazoo Public and Nonpublic Schools

Do you think that teachers
and principals . . .

Protestant
7.

treat all pupils alike?

"Yes" Responses
Catholic
Public
%
7.

23

treat Negroes and whites alike?

34

31

22

86

66

treat rich and poors alike?

70

84

67

are pretty nice guys?

58

64

55

even though the differences are not great between Protestant and pub
lic school students.

An exception to the minor differences between

the percentages of the Protestant and public school is the question
involving teachers' fairness toward Negores.

Probably the absense of

any Negro students in the school system led one-third of the Protes
tant sample to answer "not sure."

This proportion of unsure answers

Table XX
Comparison of Attitudes Toward Teaching of
Kalamazoo Public and Nonpublic Schools

Do you think teaching is
a good job for an intel
ligent guy?

Protestant
7.

Catholic
7.

83

81

75

No

9

10

16

Not Sure

8

9

9

100

100

100

Yes

Total

Public
7.
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Table XXI
Comparison of Attitudes Toward Teachers and Police
of Kalamazoo Public and Nonpublic Schools

Do you think
all people alike?

treat

"Yes" Responses
Protestant
Catholic
%
%

Public
1

Teachers

23

31

22

Police

43

49

38

Teachers

58

64

55

Police

84

81

73

Do you think
pretty nice guys?

are

is twice as large as the public school sample (15 per cent) and four
times as large as the Catholic sample (8 per cent).

While the re

search hypothesis expected significant differences between public and
nonpublic school attitudes, the data indicate a more substantial dif
ference between the Catholic and non-Catholic school students.
The final item on attitude toward teachers asked the students
if they thought teaching was a good job for an intelligent guy.

Over

three-fourths of all students answered the question affirmatively,
but the nonpublic students esteemed the profession of teaching even
more highly than the public school students.

While the differences

in percentages are not great, the more favorable attitudes of non
public students as compared to public school students is apparent in
the responses to this one item.
When attitudes toward the authoritative figures of police and
teachers are compared, police are seen by public and nonpublic
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students as fairer in their treatment of people in general.

Similar

student attitudes are reflected in the question asking if police and
teachers are "nice guys."

Table XXI compares the responses of public

and nonpublic school students and indicates their more favorable re
actions toward the police on the basis of these two questions.

In

all three of the schools there is a significant difference in pro
portions of students agreeing with questions favorable to the police
and students agreeing with questions favorable to teachers.

The re

sponses to these questions also show a greater differentiation in
Catholic and non-Catholic school students (with Catholics more favor
ably disposed toward teachers) than differences between public and
nonpublic school students.
In questions probing more specific biases of teachers and po
lice, the above attitudes favoring police over teachers are greatly
modified and often reversed.

Table XXII summarizes the responses to

questions isolating student perception of teacher and police treat
ment of people of differing race and economic backgrounds.

The pro

portion of students affirming that teachers treat Negroes and whites
alike is over 30 per cent of the Catholic school students and over
15 per cent of the public school students agreeing to the same state
ment regarding the police.

The results were reversed in the Prot

estant school sample because one-third of the students were "not
sure" how teachers treated Negroes.
The question regarding treatment of rich and poor students
found a similarity in the proportion of Protestant and public school
youth agreeing to the item when asked about both teachers and police;
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Table XXII
Comparison of Attitudes Toward Teachers and Police
of Kalamazoo Public and Nonpublic Schools

Do you think
treat
Negroes and whites alike?

"Yes" Responses
Protestant
Catholic
%
%

Public
%

Teachers

34

86

66

Police

55

51

49

Teachers

70

84

67

Police

68

66

69

Do you think
treat
rich and poors alike?

in the Catholic school sample, the comparatively more favorable atti
tudes toward teachers of this group were supported by the fact that
84 per cent of the students thought teachers treated rich and poors
alike while only 66 per cent thought the same about police.
One conclusion that can be drawn from the data is that teachers
are not held in as high esteem as the police by students, but appar
ently for some other reason than their conduct toward minority groups
or lower class people.

On these two counts, the students see teach

ers as being less biased than or very similar to the police.

The

less favorable attitudes of students toward teachers must stem,
therefore, from sources not probed by the questionnaire.
One final observation is that both public and nonpublic students
regarded the occupation of teaching more highly than that of the po
lice.

Over 75 per cent of the public and nonpublic school students

thought teaching was a good job whereas less than 60 per cent held
similar attitudes about police work.
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Table XXIII
Comparison of Attitudes Toward Teachers and Police
of Kalamazoo Public and Nonpublic Schools

So you think that being a
is a good job for an
intelligent guy?

"Yes" Responses
Protestant
Catholic

Public

%

Teacher

83

81

75

Policeman

60

56

58

Student Perceptions of Parents and Peers
Attitudes Toward the Police

An analysis of items asking students' evaluation of the atti
tudes held by their parents and peers reveals that public and non
public school students judge their parents to hold very similar atti
tudes as they themselves exhibit.

Table XXIV gives the percentage of

favorable attitudes recorded by students and the percentage of stu
dents who perceived their parents and friends as holding favorable
attitudes.
The most obvious and significant finding is the low estimation
that public and nonpublic school students have of their friends' at
titudes toward the police.

For each question shown in Table XXIV,

20 to 30 per cent of the students from all three schools perceive
their friends as having less favorable attitudes toward the police
than their own.

The largest and most consistent differences in the

favorable responses of students and their perceptions of friends were
produced by the question, ''Do (you) (your friends) think that the
police are nice guys?"

Eighty-four per cent of the Protestant school
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Table XXIV
Comparison of Students' Own Attitudes with
Their Perception of Friends' and Parents'
Attitudes Toward the Police
S—

S C = '

Do (you) (your friends) or
(your parents) think that:

m
l\

.

1

"Yes” Responses
Catholic
Protestant
%
%

Public
7o

people would not be better
off without the police?
Self
Friends
Parents

99
81
97

96
79
96

95
72
94

55
29
46

Si33
51

49
28
43

68
48
66

66
53
74

69
45
58

84
50
83

81
45
83

73
43
75

police treat Negroes and
whites alike?
Self
Friends
Parents
police treat rich and
poors alike?
Self
Friends
Parents
police are pretty nice guys?
Self
Friends
Parents

students responded favorably to the question, but only one-half of
them thought their friends would.

There were 81 per cent of the

Catholic school students and 73 per cent of the public school stu
dents that agreed with the statement; but only 45 per cent of the
Catholics and 43 per cent of the public school students thought that
their friends would feel the same.

The differences that public and

nonpublic school students perceive exists between themselves and
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their friends is a significant finding of this research.
Table XXIV further shows that Protestant and public school stu
dents see themselves and their parents in practically unanimous
agreement on the statement that people would not be better off with
out the police.

Although the proportions agreeing with the state

ment are lower on the item asking if police are "nice guys,"

the

students still consider themselves and their parents similarily dis
posed toward the police on this question.

The item concerning police

treatment of Negroes and whites produces differentiation in Protes
tant and public school student attitudes and their perception of
their parents' attitudes.

These students see themselves as more fa

vorable in their evaluation of police-race relations than their par
ents.

Catholic students indicate no difference between themselves

and their parents on this issue.
The final question on police treatment of upper and lower class
people draws a different response from each school.

Two-thirds of

the Protestant school students think that they and their parents con
sidered police treatment of high and low class people equitable.

A

similar proportion of Catholic students agreed with the Protestant
students, but a greater percentage of them (74 per cent) thought that
their parents also held favorable attitudes.

In the public school,

about 7 out of every 10 students approved of police treatment of rich
and poor, but only 6 out of every 10 thought that their parents ap
proved .
These conclusions are further supported by examining the per
centage of unfavorable responses recorded by students as they
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Table XXV
Comparison of Students' Willingness
to Cooperate with Police and Their
Perception of Friends' Willingness

Would (you) (your friends)
call the police if you or
they saw:

"Yes" Responses
Protestant
Catholic
7.
%

Public
7.

someone commit a murder?
Self
Friends

94
83

91
85

89
80

89
62

89
64

83
60

61
51

51
41

52
39

36
27

40
22

39
23

someone break into a store?
Self
Friends .
a friend steal a car?
Self
Friends
a friend shoplift?
Self
Friends

evaluated their own attitudes and those of their parents and friends.
For simplicity, the per cent of unfavorable responses were not in
cluded in Table XXIV.

It is significant that low percentages of un

favorable attitudes were closely correlated with high percentages of
favorable attitudes in all samples.

This indicates that "not sure"

responses did not significantly alter the ratio of favorable and un
favorable responses within the school categories.
On items dealing with student willingness to cooperate with po
lice, the data in Table XXV indicate that students see themselves as
more cooperative than their friends.

The percentages of cooperative

responses in the first two questions differ rather drastically from
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Table XXVI
Comparison of Students Unsure of Their
Own and Friends' Willingness
to Cooperate with Police

Would (you) (your friends)
call the police if you or
they saw:

"Not Sure" Responses
Protestant
Catholic
Public
%
7»
7.

someone commit a murder?
Self
Friends

5
16

6
11

8
15

9
31

8
30

12
30

Self
Friends

28
40

37
45

31
39

Self
Friends

38
44

38
44

34
40

someone break into a store?
Self
Friends
a friend steal a car?

a friend shoplift?

the last two.

When confronted with a proposition involving "someone"

of assumed unknown identity and a major crime , all schools produced
large proportions of cooperative students; likewise the proportion of
students who thought their friends would report lawbreakers under the
circumstances of murder or breaking-and-entering were in the range of
60 to 90 per cent.

However, when the situation is defined as in

volving friends who are seen shoplifting*’ or stealing an automobile,

^The questionnaire item did not actually use the term shoplift
ing because of its negative connotations. The item read, "Would
(you) (your friends) tell the clerk if (you) (they) saw a friend take
some small items from a store without paying for them?"
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the willingness to cooperate is cut substantially.
The same tendency is reflected in the percentage of students
who indicate they are unsure of what they would do in the given sit
uations.

Table XXVI shows the significant increase in "not sure" re

sponses among both public and nonpublic students when their friends
are involved in lesser crimes rather than some unknown person in a
major crime.

Summary of Findings on Hypothesized Relationships

Hypothesis 1 was supported, with reservation.

That there are

more positive attitudes in the nonpublic schools than in the public
school cannot be disputed on the evidence of the data.

Moreover,

the consistent pattern is apparent with Catholic school students hav
ing more favorable attitudes than the Protestant school students.
However, the relationship does not hold when grade level and experi
ence with police are introduced as controls.

The further control of

church attendance weakens the relationship; thus, hypothesis 1(a) is
not supported.

Therefore, there is no significant difference in the

attitudes of church-attending public and nonpublic school students.
Hypothesis 2 was not supported.

The expected increase in favor

able attitudes at higher grade levels among Protestant students was
actually reversed:

a deterioration of favorable attitudes toward

the police took place in the junior high grades and was sustained in
the senior high years.

Boys showed a more consistent decrease in

favorable attitudes than did girls.
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Hypothesis 3 was partially supported.

Nonpublic school student

attitudes toward the teachers was more favorable than those of the
public school students.

The greater difference in attitudes appear

ed between Catholic school students and non-Catholic school students.
Catholic school students had more favorable attitudes than public
school students, but the Protestant attitudes were not significantly
different from those of public school students.

These and other

findings of the study are reviewed in the next chapter.
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CHAPTER IV

INTERPRETATION OF INQUIRY

Introduction

This study has investigated student attitudes towards the police
and teachers in a public and nonpublic junior high school setting.
The basic assumption that underlies the research is that nonpublic,
religious schools are explicitly oriented toward the perpetuation of
unique value systems that would reinforce the development of positive
attitudes toward representatives of established authority.

In Chap

ter 1 it was noted that nonpublic, church-related schools endeavor
to fill the moral or spiritual deficiencies that youth would other
wise experience in a strictly secular school.

This study further

assumes that the Protestant and Catholic life-philosophies encourage
acceptance of police and teachers by students as representatives of
the moral structure in society and would foster favorable attitudes
toward these authorities.

Therefore, the results of this research

are indicative of the effectiveness of religious schools in stimu
lating desirable attitudes and values in their students.
Student attitudes were surveyed by the use of a questionnaire
designed to elicit favorable, neutral, or unfavorable responses for
items concerning the police and teachers.

Protestant junior high and

senior high school students, and junior high students from selected
Catholic and public schools in Kalamazoo constitute the sample.

Two

69
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approaches were used to analyze the data.

In the first instance,

those hypotheses generated by the theoretical considerations were
subjected to statistical manipulation.

Controls were introduced in

the analysis of the data in an attempt to assess the strength of ex
traneous variables on student attitudes.

The second approach went

beyond the hypothesized relationship and explored additional data
which are of considerable consequence to the concerns of this, study.
There are other aspects of the problem of differences between public
and nonpublic students in their attitudes toward law enforcement
which were not considered because they were not central to the pur
pose of this study.

The exploratory results are presented and inter

preted in full recognition that the findings must be couched in cau
tionary terms.

Summary of Major Findings

This section will enumerate the findings of this study and the
next section will offer extended discussion on the more significant
issues.
1.

Religious, nonpublic school students were significantly
more favorable toward the police than were public school
students.

2.

The more favorable attitude of religious, nonpublic school
students become nonsignificant with the introduction of
control variables whose effect overshadows the differences
in attitudes due to school type.
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3.

Contrary to expectations, there is no significant relation
ship between nonpublic school attendance and favorable at
titudes toward the police among the subsample of churchattending youth.

4.

Attitudes among Protestant school students did not become
increasingly favorable toward the police at higher grade
levels.

5.

This finding was contrary to our expectation.

The attitudes toward the police of Protestant males tended
to become less favorable at higher grade levels, whereas
girls' attitudes did not.

6.

Protestant students from a higher socioeconomic status
junior high school had more favorable attitudes than Prot
estant students from a lower status school.

7.

Nonpublic school student attitudes are more favorable than
public school student attitudes toward teachers, with Cath
olic students being more favorable than Protestant students.

8.

Attitudes are more favorable toward police than toward
teachers on general, nonspecific questions among public and
nonpublic school students.

However, these attitudes are

greatly modified or reversed when more specific questions
concerning treatment of people of differing race or social
status are asked.
9.

Both public and nonpublic students regarded the occupation
of teaching more highly than the occupation of police.

10.

Students perceive their attitudes as closely paralleling
their parents' attitudes toward police.
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11.

Public and nonpublic school students perceive friends and
peers as much less favorably disposed toward the police
than they themselves are.

12.

Students in both public and nonpublic schools perceive
themselves as being more willing to cooperate with the po
lice than their friends.

However, this willingness to co

operate diminishes greatly when friends are involved in the
wrongdoing.

Discussion of Research Findings

Concerning findings one, two, and six, an inspection of re
sponses from the entire sample of students reveals that nonpublic
school students have more favorable attitudes toward police than pub
lic school students.

This conclusion was further supported by two

scale scores for students from three junior high schools representing
the Protestant, Catholic and public school systems.

The difference

in the two scale scores among the three schools were statistically
significant at the .10 and the .01 level.

However the introduction

of statistical control of extraneous variables reduced the relation
ship to nonsignificance.

In other words, the differences observed in

the attitudes of Protestant, Catholic, and public junior high school
students cannot be attributed to the influence of the particular
school system which the students attend.

The students in the Prot

estant and Catholic schools have more favorable attitudes than public
school students, but not because of the influence of their religious
school experience.
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The differential attitudes were determined, rather, by extrane
ous variables which, in effect, biased the nonpublic schools in favor
of the police.

These variables are sex, race, parental occupational

status, grade level, police experience, and church attendance.

Girls

accounted for 52 per cent of the Protestant and Catholic junior high
school samples which were compared to the public school sample that
was equally proportioned by sex.

Racially, the schools were practi

cally homogeneous, with 2 per cent of the public school students non
white and less than 1 per cent of the nonpublic school students so
classified.

Controlling for sex and race would not alter the find

ings of this study; but it is apparent the minor differences that do
exist operate in favor of more positive attitudes toward the police
for nonpublic schools, since boys and nonwhites have been found to be
less favorable than girls and whites, respectively.
Besides having slightly larger proportions of girls and whites,
the sample of nonpublic school students is a more selective group
than the public school in that the socioeconomic level of religious
school parents is higher than even the level of parents' status in
the public school which is situated in an upper-middle class neigh
borhood.

Rossi'*' associated parochial school attendance with higher

occupational status and attributed it to two factors: (1) upperstatus groups are more religiously oriented, and (2) they are finan
cially more capable of sending their children to private school

^Rossi, Peter, and Rossi, Alice, "Background and Consequences of
Parochial School Education." Harvard Educational Review, XXVII
(Summer 1957), p. 177.
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systems.

This study lends support to the findings of other studies^

cited that the more favorable attitudes toward police are found among
higher status families.

When the parents of nonpublic school stu

dents were analyzed by dichomotizing occupational ranks, there ex
isted slight evidence that the higher status students had more favor
able attitudes toward the police.

Because the difference between the

upper and lower status groups was not great enough to be statisti
cally significant, it was not considered crucially important to con
trol for occupational status in the later analysis of attitudes.
Another test of the influence of socioeconomic status again
yielded a small but persistent difference in attitudes.

Two Prot

estant junior high schools were matched in most respects, i.e., de
nomination, school size, and grade level, except for socioeconomic
level of parents.

The higher social status school was shown to have

more favorable attitudes toward the police than the lower social
status school.

This difference could not be supported statistically,

but the implications of the findings are significant when compared to
similar results obtained in this study and elsewhere.

One may con

clude that the higher level of socioeconomic status in the nonpublic,
religious schools as compared to the public school, would tend to
make them more favorably disposed toward the police.
Grade level, police experience, and church attendance influenced
attitudes so significantly that these controls were introduced into

^See Chapter 1, p. 14 for citation of relevant studies.
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the comparison of scale scores from the Protestant, Catholic, and
public junior high schools.

As noted above, these controls reduced

the observed differences in attitudes of the public and nonpubi-ic
students to nonsignificance.

The controls were necessary because (1)

the public school sample included ninth-graders rather than eighthgraders as in the nonpublic schools; (2) the public school had a
greater proportion of youth with police experience than the religious
schools, and (3) the public schools had a smaller proportion of
church-attending youth than did the nonpublic school.

Younger stu

dents, inexperience with police, and regular church attendance are
characteristics of those types of youth with more favorable attitudes
toward the police.

They are also more characteristic of nonpublic,

religious school students than public school students.
Concerning finding three, the influence of regular church atten
dance must be controlled since it is the specific effect of the non
public school that must be isolated for the purpose of this study.
When this control is applied to the Kalamazoo public and nonpublic
school data, no significant differences remain in the proportions of
students from each of the schools with favorable attitudes.

The

failure to produce a significant change in student attitudes over and
above the influence of regular church attendance casts doubt on the
effectiveness of an assumed crucial function and expressed objective
of the nonpublic school.
The cultural environment has often been described as the stra
tegic catalyst in the formation of attitudes, and the school is view
ed as an integral part of the environment.

Yet it appears that when
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the junior high student arrives at the nonpublic school he brings
with him already established attitudes which to a large extent defy
the school's ability to modify them, even when parents and teachers
deem it desirable.

All of this seems to indicate that a student

maintains the same attitudes regardless of whether he enters a public
or a nonpublic, religious school.
As indicated in findings four and five, Protestant student at
titudes toward the police did not become increasingly favorable be
cause of an extended schooling experience in the nonpublic system.
In a way not dissimilar to the public school findings, the Protestant
students tended to become less favorable at the higher grade levels,
though the decrease was slight.

It is also significant to note that

the proportion of Protestant high school students with police expe
rience was 13 per cent greater than in either of the two Protestant
junior high schools.

These two factors, slightly less favorable at

titudes and increased experience with the police, indicate that reli
gious schools do not alter student attitudes and behavior in a posi
tive direction as was hypothesized at the beginning of the study.
As assessment of the impact of continued religious schooling on
student attitudes can be made only indirectly because of the absence
of a control group:
nior high school.

the public school study did not survey the se
The data do provide information, however, on two

aspects of attitude development at higher grade levels in the Prot
estant school.

The first is that greater differences in attitudes

were observed between seventh and ninth-graders than between ninth
and eleventh-graders.

Apparently attitude change is more
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characteristic of junior high than it is of senior high students.
The second aspect of attitude development is a consistent degener
ation of favorable attitudes among Protestant boys, but not among
girls, as grade level increases.

Both of these trends are implied

in the findings but lack substantial support.

Nor is there any evi

dence that these effects are attributable solely to the Protestant
school; they may be characteristic of the general population of pub
lic and nonpublic high school students.
In regards to finding seven, the proportions of public and non
public school students responding favorably to questions regarding
their attitudes toward teachers must be interpreted with caution.
The reason is that these responses have not been controlled for grade
level, police experience, and church attendance, as had the previous
findings.

These attitudes toward teachers represent the students of

three junior high schools from the Protestant, Catholic, and public
school systems.

We can conclude from the data that the Catholic

students are significantly more favorable toward teachers than Prot
estant or public school students, but we are unable to substantiate
to what extent these differences are due solely to the individual
school systems.

We may estimate that, on the basis of our previous

control procedures, the observed differences between the schools
would be modified if the appropriate variables were held constant.
It was hypothesized that the difference in attitudes toward teachers
between public and nonpublic schools would be measurable.

On most

items the difference was never large in the predicted direction,
especially between Protestant and public school students.
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The implications of the data have theoretical relevancy.

The

more favorable attitudes on the part of Protestant and Catholic stu
dents were predicted because the teachers in these school systems
were thought to be identified by students with the institution of
the church.

As a result, the teacher is, according to Simmel,^

"clothed . . . with a reputation, a dignity, a power of ultimate
decision, which would never flow from his individuality."

In the

Catholic school, the teacher is often literally clothed in a habit
that accentuates his position.

Thus the Catholic student, when faced

with a questionnaire item concerning teachers, cannot easily divorce
the personality of the teacher from the institution which he repre
sents.

Further research is necessary to probe the motivations behind

the more favorable attitudes held by Catholic students.
Findings eight through twelve are of the exploratory nature in
that they are descriptive by-products of the central focus of this
study.

These findings are characterized by a general agreement of

attitudes among both public and nonpublic school students.

The ma

jority of students agree that police are nicer and treat people more
equally than teachers do.

But the majority of students also agree

that teachers treat people of different races and social class more
equally than police do.

The question precipitated from these con

flicting attitudes is, "On what basis, if not on race or social clas%
do students perceive police as being nicer and more equitable in

•Hfolff, Kurt H., (Ed.), The Sociology of Georg Simmel. in
Coser, Lewis and Rosenberg, Bernard, Sociological Theory: A Book of
Readings. New York: Macmillan Company, 1964. p. 126.
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treatment of people than teachers?"

Only further research into stu

dent perceptions of others can adequately explain the source of these
differentiating attitudes.
The preference for the occupation of teaching over police work
can be concluded from the larger proportion of favorable responses
toward teaching elicited from students.

The item differs from the

preceding questions in that it asks students to evaluate the position
rather than the personality of the teacher, and as such, it is a
measure of the students' acceptance of that position as a legitimate
occupation in society.
Concerning findings ten, eleven, and twelve, the close prox
imity of student attitudes in relationship to perceptions of their
parents' attitudes is contrasted by the apparent disparity between
student attitudes and their perceptions of their friends' attitudes
toward the police.

Why would students see themselves as being more

closely aligned with attitudes held by their parents rather than
those held by their peers?

One possible interpretation is that ju

nior high public and religious school students still identify
strongly with their parents' attitudes.

The entrenched family biases

are not easily altered by peer group influence, or, for that matter,
by the school, whether it be Protestant, Catholic, or public.
An intriguing aspect of our findings was that although students
perceived their friends as being less favorably disposed toward the
police than themselves, evidence indicates that in actuality it is
not so.

The student only perceived his friends as being more nega

tive than himself.

The explanation for the incongruity may reside in

R eproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

80

one of several alternative hypotheses.

For instance, students may

perceive their friends' attitudes differently from their own because
of the tendency of an individual to attribute worse traits to others
than he attributes to himself.

Or perhaps students might be project

ing their own attitudes (which they cannot objectively disclose on
items pertaining to their own feelings) onto other students.

Which

of these or other possible explanations will be raised above the
level of plausibility will be determined by future research.
The differences between the student's own attitudes and his
perception of what his friends think are reflected in questions deal
ing with anticipated behavior and cooperation with the police.

On

every item students from each of the three junior high schools saw
themselves as more willing to cooperate with the police than their
friends.

However, another crucial factor, the "not sure" response,

must be considered in the interpretation of the data.

Junior high

students are more certain of their own cooperativeness than they are
of their friends' cooperation with the police.

This fact is evident

from the larger proportion of "not sure" responses to items pertain
ing to friends.

Further, students felt more confident answering

questions about what their friends thought than they did answering
questions concerning their friends' behavior in cooperating with the
police.

The larger proportions of "not sure" responses account for

the smaller percentage of students who indicated their friends would
react favorably to the police by cooperating with them.
also indicate

The data

that as the student becomes increasingly unsure of his

own willingness to cooperate, his uncertainty regarding his friends
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also increases proportionally.

Sumnary Statement

Thus we must answer the question that was posed in Chapter 1,
namely, "Are the religious school systems, with their distinctive
ideological foundations and policies, producing in their students
attitudes toward the police and authority that are different than
those of public school students?"
swer is "no."

The study indicates that the an

The Protestant and Catholic school systems in this

study cannot be said to have produced in and of themselves attitude
changes that are not experienced by the religious school student's
counterpart in the public school.
Do Protestant and Catholic school students have more favorable
attitudes toward the police and teachers than public school students?
Yes.

But the explanation for these dissimilar attitudes does not lie

in the differences in the schools but in the differences in their re
spective student bodies.

The nonpublic school students represent a

rather selective portion of the general population in that their
parents are better off financially, the students are regular church
attenders, and they do not belong to any racial minority.
students "make" the school.

Thus the

The nonpublic school is endowed with an

uncommon student body which, among other attributes, is favorably
predisposed toward the police.

Were the public school a composite of

the above desirable characteristics, it too would reflect equally
favorable attitudes towards the police— in its own secular way.
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Questionnaire Responses of Students In Kalamazoo
Public and Nonpublic Schools*

Item

Protestant
N. Jr High

Protestant
S. Jr High

Protestant
High School

Catholic
Jr. High

Public
Jr. High

Further reproduction
prohibited without permission.

Do you think that policemen are
pretty nice guys?

YES
NO
UNSURE

73
3
25

84
3
14

78
9
13

81
6
14

73
9
18

Do you think that the city
would be better off if there
were more policemen?

YES
NO
UNSURE

71
14
15

68
20
11

55
32
13

72
12
16

66
19
15

Do you think that the police
try not to arrest innocent
people?

YES
NO
UNSURE

74
9
16

74
15
10

66
25
9

80
9
10

71
18
11

Do you feel that police are
always picking on Negroes?

YES
NO
UNSURE

8
79
12

5
81
13

4
84
11

14
74
12

11
80
9

Do you think that police don't
even give you a chance to
explain?

YES
NO
UNSURE

17
60
24

14
6?
22

19
61
20

16
67
16

25
57
17

★Figures in table represent percentage of students responding to the question.
always add up to 100 due to rounding off.

Totals do not

oo
OJ
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Item

Protestant:
N. J r H i g h

Protestant
S. J r H i g h

Protestant
Hlg£i S c h o o l

Catholic
Jr. H i g h

Public
Jr. H i g h

YES
NO
UNSURE

65
21
14

68
19
13

62
21
17

66
18
15

69
19
12

7. Would you like to be a police
man when you grow up?

YES
NO
UNSURE

10
68
21

13
67
19

5
80
15

15
62
22

8
77
14

Further reproduction

8. Do you think that the police
have it in for, or pick on,
young people?

YES
NO
UNSURE

34
45
20

28
58
14

34
50
16

19
58
23

30
54
15

9. Do you feel that most police
men would let you buy your way
out of trouble?

YES
NO
UNSURE

5
88
7

3
91
6

1
94
5

0
94
6

3
91
6

prohibited without permission.
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6. Do you feel that policemen
treat rich boys the same as
poor boys?

10. Do you think that the police
think they are "big shots"
because they wear a badge?

YES
NO
UNSURE

12
69
19

16
66
17

16
70
14

9
82
9

22
64
14

11. Do you think that police are
always picking on the guy who
has been in trouble before?

YES
NO
UNSURE

34
38
27

36
42
23

43
39
17

41
36
23

47
36
17

12. Do you think that being a
policeman is a good job for
an intelligent guy?

YES
NO
UNSURE

68
11
21

60
21
18

67
20
13

56
21
23

58
26
16

oo
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Item

Protestant:
N. Jr High

Protestant
S. Jr High

Protestant
High School

Catholic
Jr. High

Public
Jr. High
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13. Do you feel that policemen
treat all people alike?

YES
NO
UNSURE

36
43
21

43
42
15

37
52
12

49
35
16

38
48
14

14. Do you think that the police
are mean?

YES
NO
UNSURE

7
73
21

5
79
16

7
80
13

4
79
16

12
70
18

15. Do you think that the police
YES
can steal and get away with it? NO
UNSURE

9
82
10

10
81
9

15
74
11

8
83
9

9
83
8

16. If you needed help, wruld you
go to the policemen?

YES
NO
UNSURE

70
5
25

74
9
18

77
7
16

77
5
18

66
13
21

17. Do you think that the police
treat Negro and white people
alike?

YES
NO
UNSURE

44
32
25

55
29
15

42
41
17

51
24
25

49
34
18

18. Would you call the police if
you saw someone break into a
store?

YES
NO
UNSURE

89
4
7

89
2
9

89
3
8

89
3
8

83
5
12

19. Would you call the police if
you saw a friend stealing a
car?

YES
NO
UNSURE

50
13
37

61
11
28

36
19
45

51
12
37

52
17
31

oo
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Protestant
N. J r H i g h

Protestant
S. J r H i g h

Protestant
High S c h o o l

Catholic
Jr. H i g h

Public
Jr. H i g h

Would you tell the clerk if
YES
you saw a friend take some
NO
small items from a store with- UNSURE
out paying for them?

32
26
42

36
26
38

22
40
37

40
37

39
28
33

Would you tell the policeif
you saw someone commit a
murder?

YES
NO
UNSURE

96
1
3

94
1
5

96
1
3

91
3

89
3

6

8

YES
NO
UNSURE

66

77
11

79

11

75
9
16

83

12
9

27
36
37

25
48
28

26
47
27

18
53
28

35
39
26

79

81

68

8

8

13

11

15
18

67
17
16

53
26

61
25
14

55
32
13

Item
20.

21.

22. Do you think that criminals
usually get caught?

23.

Do you think police accuse
you of things you didn't
even do?

YES
NO
UNSURE

17
17

24. Do you think police treat
members of all churches
alike?

YES
NO
UNSURE

69
25

70
15
14

25. Do you think that police treat
all nationalities alike?

YES
NO
UNSURE

61

63

64

21

20

21

19

17

15

YES
NO
UNSURE

62

66
21

75

21

17

13

5

I 26. Do you think police get critI
icized too often?

6

20

22

8
10

20

00

O'
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27.

Do you think police are strict
in one district and not in
another?

Further reproduction

30.

Protestant
S. Jr High

Protestant
Hlg^i School

Catholic
Jr. High

Public
Jr. High

42
38
20

43
35
23

58
28
14

34
47
18

48
31

2
96
3

3
95
3

YES
NO
UNSURE

22

YES
NO
UNSURE

0

0

99

99

1

1

2
96
2

Do you think teachers
and YES
principals treat all pupils
NO
alike?
UNSURE

21
73
6

23
70
7

21
74
5

31
59
9

22
71
7

38
26
34

34
33
33

39
22
38

86

66

6

19
15

73
15
11

70
19
11

64
26

67

10

84
7
9

28. Do you think people would be
better of£ without the police?

29.

Protestant
N. Jr High

Do you think that the
teachers YES
and principals treat Negro and NO
Lwhite students alike?
UNSURE

prohibited without permission.

IrT Do you think that the teachers YES
and principals treat rich stu- NO
dents the same as poor stuUNSURE
dents?

8

21
13

32.

Do you think that teachers and
principals are pretty nice
guys?

YES
NO
UNSURE

49
22
26

58
18
22

71
13
16

64
9
27

55
19
26

33.

Do you think that being a
teacher is a good job for an
intelligent guy?

YES
NO
UNSURE

81
8
11

83
9

83

81

11
6

10

75
16
9

8

9

00
•vj
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Item

Protestant
N. J r H i g h

Protestant
S. J r H i g h

Protestant
High S c h o o l

Catholic
Jr. H i g h

Public
Jr. H i g h
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Do your friends think that the
police treat Negro and white
people alike?

YES
NO
UNSURE

18
36
46

29
29
42

28
45
26

33
40
28

28
36
36

Do your friends feel that po
licemen treat rich boys and
poor boys alike?

YES
NO
UNSURE

42
16
42

48
13
39

49
22
28

53
19
28

45
24
31

Do your friends think that
policemen are pretty nice
guys?

YES
NO
UNSURE

36
22
42

50
13
36

50
24
26

45
25
30

43
28
29

Do your friends think people
would be better off without
the police?

YES
NO
UNSURE

5
77
18

7
81
12

6
86
8

10
79
10

11
72
17

Would your friends call the
police if they saw someone
break into a store?

YES
NO
UNSURE

67
7
26

62
7
31

71
7
22

64
6
30

60
10
30

Would your friends call the
police if they saw a friend
steal a car?

YES
NO
UNSURE

42
13
46

51
9
40

30
22
47

41
14
46

39
22
40

Would your friends tell the
clerk if they saw a friend
take some small items from
a store without paying for
them?

YES
NO
UNSURE

25
33
42

27
29
44

13
38
48

22
34
44

23
37
40

oa
oo
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Item

Protestant
N. Jr High

Protestant
S. Jr High

Protestant
High School

Catholic
Jr. High

Public
Jr. High
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41. Would your friends call the
police If thet saw someone
commit a murder?

YES
NO
UNSURE

85
2
13

83
1
15

92
3
5

85
4
10

80
5
15

42. Do your parents think that
people would be better off
without the police?

YES
NO
UNSURE

0
99
1

2
97
1

3
97
0

1
96
3

3
94
3

43. Do your parents feel that the
police treat Negro and white
people alike?

YES
NO
UNSURE

44
37
19

46
30
23

47
32
20

51
25
24

43
35
22

44. Do your parents think that
the police treat rich people
and poor people alike?

YES
NO
UNSURE

69
9
21

66
10
23

63
19
17

74
9
17

58
18
23

45. Do your parents think that
the police are pretty nice
guys?

YES
NO
UNSURE

86
3
9

83
1
15

88
5
7

83
3
15

75
6
19

prohibited without permission.
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APPENDIX B

Attitudes Toward the Police of Protestant,
Catholic, and Public School Students
by Sex*
Junior High Schools
Protestant
Catholic

Sex

Scale

Male

PPP
PPR

9.0
9.7

9.3
8.9

8.4
8.2

Female

PPP
PPR

9.1
9.6

9.6
10.1

8.6
9.1

Protestant School Students
9th
8th

Public

Sex

Scale

7th

Male

PPP
PPR

9.4
9.5

8.2
9.2

8.0
9.1

7.9
8.0

Female

PPP
PPR

8.6
9.5

9.1
9.5

8.5
9.2

9.7
9.5

11th

Protestant Junior High Schools
"N" Junior High
"S" Junior High
7th
8th
7th
8th

Sex

Scale

Male

PPP
PPR

9.2
9.2

7.5
8.8

10.3
9.6

8.5
9.7

Female

PPP
PPR

8.0
9.1

9.0
9.6

9.0
9.7

9.5
9.5

*Figures in table represent average scores on scales ranging
from 0 (unfavorable) to 12 (favorable). Whole numbers are medians;
decimals indicate the relative value of medians.
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Police
Experience

Scale

Protestant
School Students

Catholic
School Students

Public
School Students

Church-attending
Public
School Students

Further reproduction
prohibited without permission.

9th

7th

8th

9th

7.8

8.3

8.0

—

8.5

8.2

7.6

7.8

8.7

9.3

9.5

8.5

9.7

8.7

9.6

9.8

8.9

10.0

9.3

7 th

8th

9th

7th

8th

PPP

7.9

6.4

—

8.5

8.3

PPR

9.0

9.7

9.0

9.0

PPP

9.6

9.8

10.1

PPR

9.9

9.6

10.2

9th

7 th

8th

Yes

No

--

*Figures in table represent average scores on scales ranging from 0 (unfavorable) to 12 (favorable).
Whole numbers are medians;
decimals indicate the relative value of the medians.
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